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ACT  I. 


SCENE  I.— Sir  William  Button's  House.— An  Ante- 
room leading  to  a  Ball-room. — Music  as  of  a  ball. — 
Dancers  seen  in  the  further  Apartment. — Fisitors 
passing  in  and  out. 

"  Enter  from  the  Ball-room,"  WALSING-HAM 
and  BRADFORD  discovered. 

Wai.  Fair  revels  these  Sir  William  Button  holds 
And  all  in  honour  of  the  city  maid ! 
Sure  the  whole  town  is  here,  such  swarms  pass  in 
And  out.    Is  it  a  match,  as  they  report, 
Betwixt  the  maid  and  brave  Sir  Valentine  ? 

Brad.  In  prospect,  Sir  ;  but  yet  I  question  much, 
If  in  a  year  hence,  nearer  than  to-day. 
She  of  the  spirit  of  conquest  is  possess'd 
Incontinently  :  victory  but  serves 
To  whet  the  lust  of  triumph.     Strange  so  long 
Lord  Athunree  did  occupy  her :  but 
His  station  ceased,  soon  as  Sir  Valentine 
Aspir'd  to  fill  his  place.    A  grief  it  is, 
A  maid  with  treasure  past  compare  like  hers 
Of  gorgeous  beauty,  with  a  mine  of  wealth, 
Should  use  her  riches  with  such  huswif 'ry 
(Music  in  room.)  As  makes  one  pity  her  possession 
of  them ! 

Wai.  Lo  you,  she  dances,  and,  for  partner,  takes 
Lord  Athunree,  and  not  Sir  Valentine. 
A  novel  measure,  that !  know  you  its  name  ? 

Brad.   No— ay!— a   liberal   measure!— See!— his 

hand 

Doth  hold  possession  of  her  waist ;  while  her's, 
Nothing  repelling,  on  his  shoulder  rests, 
Permitting  neighbourhood  so  close,  embrace 
Were  scarce  in  privilege  a  jot  behind. 

Wai.  You  know  Lord  Athunree  ? — his  character  ? 
The  limits  of  my  acquaintance. 

Brad.  No,  sir. 

Wai.  Sir, 

He  is  a  libertine.     He  hath  been  much 
Abroad.  (Music.)  That  dance,  I  will  be  bound,  is 

ware 

Of  his  importing.    Yes ;  a  libertine ! 
A  man  of  pleasure — in  the  animal 
Ignoble  sense  of  the  term — that  owns  no  curb 
Of  honour,  generosity,  or  ruth  ; 
Nor  hath  a  single  grace,  except  the  nerve — 
A  contradiction  which  would  make  one  question 
That  valour  is  of  itself  a  thing  to  boast  of— 
To  vouch  the  wrong  he  does,  and  stand  by  it  ? 

Brad.  You  say  this  feelingly. 

Wai.  Because  I  feel  it. 
I  had  a  friend,  whose  heart  could  scarce  lodge 

weal 

Or  woe,  without  the  privity  of  mine — 
A  friend  of  quick  aff ections — and  a  villain 
Compassed  the  ruin  of  the  maid  he  loved. 
That  villain  was  the  lord  who  dances  there. 
They  fought — thro"  odds  in  skill,  the  honest  arm 
Was  mastered  by  the  foul ;  but  vengeance,  tho' 
'Tis  baffled,  is  not  lost !     Good  morning,  for 
More  than  an  hour  or  twain,  'tis  past  the.  turn 
Of  night. — Free  thanks  for  your  free  converse  with 
A  stranger.  (Crosses  L.) 

Brad.  Sir,  the  like  I  render  you : 
But  will  you  not  delay  some  moments  more  ? 
In  spirit,  yet  the  revels  are  but  young ! 

Wai.  Sir,  I'm  pall'd  with  them — and  were  I  not, 
That  lord  approaches,  and  the  sight  of  him 
Would  put  out  keenest  zest  of  joyance. 


Brad.  Have  with  you,  then ;  far  as  our  road  is 
one 


Wai.  Sir,  right  willingly ! 

[They  go  out,  L.  H. 

Enter  LORD  ATHUNREE  and  FELTON,  in  c. 

Lord   Athun.    (L.)    'Tis  not  for  him,  by  sheer 

effrontery, 

For  two  years  I  have  held  the  foremost  place 
'Mongst  swarms  of  lovers  close  besieging  her ! 
Made  one  and  all  to  stand  aloof,  when'er 
I  thought  they  press'd  too  near ! 
Pel.  (R.)  I  have  marvell'd oft 
At  your  success. 

"  Lord  Athun.  Of  blood-letting,  you  know, 
"  In  the  high  mode,  I  have  as  little  fear, 
"  As  need  of  fear  ;  and  would  they  come  to  that, 
"  I  soon  convinced  them,  that  I  knew  their  art 
Better  than  they  did. 

Fel."  To  say  the  truth,  the  foil 
Has  stood  you  much  in  stead,  when  there  was 

need 

Of  weapon  of  graver  practice. — Found  you  ever 
Your  equal  in  the  fence  ? 

Lord  Athun.  Ay ;  and  my  master ! 
And  therein  do  I  tax  my  lucky  stars, 
That  watch  not  o'er  me  now.  He  is  here  in  the 

house, 

That  gentleman  from  travel  late  arrived, 
Who,  with  the  gloss  of  the  fair  countries  which 
He  has  been  seeing,  shines,  and  quite  puts  out 
All  light  of  homely  worth. 
Fel.  Sir  Valentine  ? 
"  Lord  Athun.  The  same  ; 

'  That  knight  of  France,  tho'  son  of  England.  Ay, 
'  And  would  be  captain  too,  to  Venus,  Sir ! 
'  Would  take  the  fortress,  all  who'd  carry  which, 
'  I  at  impracticable  distance  still 
'  Have  kept— yet  come  no  nearer  than  I  was 
'  To  winning  it,  when  first  set  down  before  it. 
Fel."  Fear'st  thou  surrender  then  to  him  ? 
Lord  Athun.  Humph!  Fear? 
That  "  fear  "  's  an  ugly  word !    "  Do  I  fear  ?"    He 

is  quick ! 

His  point  and  eye  do  go  together  !     Scarce 
You  are  mark'd,  you  are  hit ;  his  sword  is  part  of 

him, 

Grows  to  his  hand,  Sir,  as  his  hand  to  his  wrist ; 
The  very  moment  that  your  weapons  touch, 
He  is  here,  and  there,  and  in ! — his  lounge  a  shot 
You  see  not  till  'tis  home !    We  quarrel!' d  once, 
And  twice  I  felt  him  ere  a  man  could  say 
That  he  was  well  en  garde — but  touches  yet 
Forerunners  sure  of  heavier  payment — so 
I  gave  the  battle  up  !— Yes,  I  do  fear- 
Save  I  have  hit  him,  as  I  think  I  have, 
Where  useless  lounge  or  parry  ! 
Fel.  Hit  him  !     How  ? 
Lord  Athun.   I'  the  brain  and  heart,   without 


The  skin ! 

He  is  a  man  of  sentiment ! 

Sentiment,  mark  you !  that  is,  flesh  and  blood 

I'  the  summer  cool  as  spring — or  water,  Sir, 

At  the  boiling  point  without  a  bubble — or  wood 

Without  ignition  in  the  heart  of  fire  ! 

An  ample  span  of  forehead  !— Mark !— a  full 

And  liquid  eye — free  nostrils — crimson  lips, 

Cushioning  one  another  without  stint 

Of  the  velvet — and  a  chin  could  show  a  copse 

Of  beard — a  man,  Sir,  with  all  these,  and  yet 
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With  wishes  innocent  as  thoughts  of  babes  ! 

A  lie,  Sir,  on  the  face  of  it ! — yet  such 

He  passes  for  unto  himself — believes 

Indeed  he  is,  and  doth  of  others  judge 

But  thro'  the  colour  of  this  self -illusion — 

Particularly  women.    He  would  have  them 

Earth  to  himself — to  all  else,  things  of  Heaven  ! 

Impassive  to  impression,  as  the  air 

Which  man  ne'er  yet  gave  form  or  colour  to  ? 

Fel.  Well? 

Lord  Athun.  I  did  dance  with  her  just  now. 

Fel.  Fair  Hero  ? 

Lord  Athun.  Yes ;  I  did  dance  with  her  a  free 
And  liberal  dance— the  dance  of  contact,  else 
.Forbid — abandoning  to  the  free  hand 
The  sacred  waist !  while  face  to  face,  till  breath 
Doth  kiss  with  breath,  and  eye  embraceth  eye. 
Your  transed  coil  relaxing,  straight'niug,  round 
And  round  in  wavy  measure,  yon  entwine 
Circle  with  circle,  till  the  swimming  brain 
And  panting  heart  in  swooney  lapse  give  o'er ! 

(Crosses  to  B.) 

Fel.   I     know;  that    foreign   dance  thou  didst 
bring  home. 

Lord  Athun    The  very  same;  I  taught  it  her, 

and  first 
Did  dance  with  her  to-night. 

Fel.  I  had  admir'd 
To  see  you. 

Lord  Athun.  Had  you  not,  I  had  admir'd 
The  card-room  kept  you.     Give  you  joy — you  won ! 
But  to  the  dance.     The  evening  half  was  out 
And  still  he  held  her  ear. 

Fel.  Sir  Valentine  ? 

Lord  Athun.  Who  else  ?  who  else  that  seat  pre- 
eminent 

By  her  fair  side  had  held  in  spite  of  me  ? 
I  watched  for  my  occasion,  and  it  came ; 
Some  friend  did  crave  a  moment's  audience  ere 
'Twas  done,  her  waist  was  in  my  custody ; 
Her  white  arm  hanging  from  my  shoulder,  where 
Her  hand  did  freely  conch.     "  Your  game  goes 

well!" 

I  whisper'd  her  ;  "  Play  boldly,  and  'tis  yours. 
The  measure  this  to  set  the  outline  off ! 
Give  sway  to  thy  rich  figure !    Abandon  thee 
To  the  spirit  of  the  dance  !     Let  it  possess  thee ! 
Float  thee  as  air  were  footing  for  thee!  stud 
Thy  cheeks  with  smiles  of  fire,  and  give  thine  eye 
The  lightning's  dazzling  play !  '  fix  them  on  mine, 
That  each  do  feed  the  other's,  like  to  tongue?1 
With  converse  waking  converse '  " 

Fel.  Well  ?— I  see 
Thy  drift ! 

Lord  Athun.—  Thou  should'st  have  seen  the  issue 

on't — 

"  While,  like  a  pupil  at  a  task  he  loves, 
""  Whose  aptitude  with  eager  will  outstrips 
"  His  master's  bidding,  she  was  twenty  times 
The  thing  I  wished  her !     How  she  rose  and  sank. 
With  springy  instep,  while  her  yielding  waist — 
Well  as  her  waving  neck,  her  beauteous  head — • 
Did  show  her  fair  and  falling  shoulders  off!" 
A  world  she  look'd  and  moved  of  passionate 
Quick  sense — of  loveliness  and  joyousness — 
And  I,  be  sure,  did  show  its  reigning  lord  ! 
Nor  with  the  measure  did  dominion  cease ; 
But  when  her  drooping  lids,  relaxed  steps, 
Disparted  lips,  and  colour  vanishing, 
Gave  note  she  must  give  o'er— her  languid  form, 
Close  girdled  by  my  arm,  her  hand  in  mine, 
Her  cheek  for  pillow  on  my  shoulder  latft, 


I  led  her  to  a  couch,  where  courtesy 
Of  course  admitted  tendance  ! 

Fel.  What  of  him. 

Lord  Athun,   He  is  mad!      When  he  did  turn 

and  note  us  first, 

He  looked  as  one  who  questioned  his  own  eyes  j 
"  Then  stood  awhile,  no  doubt  admiring  how 
"  Step  did  keep  time  with  step,  and  how  we  mov'd 
"  In  closest  neighbourhood,  disparting  but 
"  To  meet — her  arm,  a  link  ne'er  letting  go  !" 
Then  with  a  start  of  sudden  fury  went, 
And  cast  him  on  a  seat  with  folded  arms, 
And  knitted  brows  scanning  us,  as  he  wish'd 
His  eyes  could  do  the  office  of  the  lightning. 
I  car'd  to  mark  no  more— I  saw  the  storm 
I  wish'd  would  come  was  on ;  and  knew 'twould 
hold!  (Crosses  to  i.) 

Fel.  And  does  it  ? 

Lord  Athun.  Yes ;  thrice  she  advances  made — 
As  women  know  to  make,  and  not  to  seem, 
Except  to  practis'd  eyes — to  draw  his  notice ; 
Dropp'd  her  glove  near  him— wish'd  she  had  a 

chair, 
And  one  at  his  hand — complain'd  of  thirst,  and 

just 

A  salver  brought  to  him  with  wine — and  all 
In  vain.     Right  in  his  eyes  display' d  her  form 
In  attitude  of  tender  langnishment-^- 
And  to  no  more  accounts  than  offerings 
Of  gems  before  an  idol  made  of  stone ! 

(Crosses  to  R.) 

But  see ;  we  have  danc'd  out  the  night ;  and  day, 
With  fresh  and  flnshy  vigour,  cometh  on  ; 
You  hear  the  rout  breaks  up.    Attend  him  home, 
Obtain  his  ear ;  know  nothing,  but  be  sure 
Of  slightest  opportunity  he  gives 
For  her  disparagement  to  take  advantage. 
Here  comes  the  Queen  of  the  night,  and  all  for- 
lorn, 
As  she  had  lost  her  throne ! 

Enter  HERO,  leaning  upon  EMILY,  from  c. 

Emily.  (Coming  down  L.)  What,  miss  yon,  Hero, 
That  thus  you  pause  and  turn  ;  go  on  again, 
And  pause  and  turn  again  ?     Fear'st  anything 
Thou  hast  forgot  ? 

Hero.  No  !     I  have  danc'd  too  much 
To-night.     The  night  before  it  was  the  same ! 
No  rest — all  revels ! — Madness,  with  a  frame 
That  is  anything  but  iron. 

(Music  dying  away.     Turns  to  look  back) 

Emily.  There  again ! 

I  am  sure  there's  something  you  do  miss— What  is 
it? 

Hero.    My  spirits  only!      Are   not    yours  nigh 
wasted?  (Turns  again.) 

Lord  Athun.    (Aside  to   Felton.)    She  waits  for 

him — he  saw  her  home  last  night. 
My  life  on't  she  must  look  for  other  squire. 

Emily.  Come. 

Hero.  Are  they  dancing  yet  ? 

Emily.  What  do  you  hear 
To  make  yon  ask  ?    You're  dreaming !     Saw  you 

not 

That  the  musicians  left  the  room  before  us, 
And  scarce  a  dozen  laggers  did  remain 
Besides  ourselves  ? 

Hero.  I  know  not  what  I  saw, 

I  am  tir'd— heart-tir'd  -too  tir'd  to  move  or  rest— 
A  weariness,  won't  let  me  go  or  stay ! 

Lord  Athun.  He  comes — accost  him — ask  him  of 
the  ball. 


WOMAN'S    WIT. 


Enter  SIR  VALENTINE,  c. 


Fel.  See  I  Sir  Valentine  the  last  of  all 
The  revellers  ? 

Sir  Vol.  You  see  him,  Sir  j  'tis  e'en 
Sir  Valentine. 

Fel    Lik'd  you  the  ball  to-night  ? 

Sir  Vol.  Yes  !— No  ! 

Vel.  What!  Lik'd  it,  and  dislik'd  it  ? 

Sir  Vol.  Yes! 

Fel.  It  was  a  very  handsome  ball. 

Sir  Vol.  It  was. 

Fel.  What  was  amiss,  then,  was  the  music  bad  ? 

Sir  Vol.  The  music  far  from  bad !     Most  excel- 
lent ? 

Incomparably  good— it  were  in  place 
In  a  concert  room. — I  find  no  fault  with  the  music. 

Fel.  Are  you  not  fond  of  dancing,  then  ? 

Sir  Vol.  I  am — 

Innocent  pastime  taken  innocently 
In  honest  mood  ! — But  there  are  natures,  Sir, 
That  should  eschew  it— which  'tis  pernicious  to— 
As  wine,  that's  mirth  to  some,  to  some  is  madness ! 
I  find  no  fault  with  dancing     'Tis  an  act 
Sets  beauty  off,  proportion,  grace  ;  when  these 
Are  too  set  off  by  modesty.     For  men, 
And  women  more  especially,  of  the  vein 
That's  opposite,  I'd  have  them  lookers  on — 
For  their  own  sakes  first— next  for  the  sake    of 

those, 

Who  what  they'd  blush  to  do,  do  grieve  to  see 
Enacted. 

Fel.  Was  there  any  dance  to-night 
Offended  you  ? 

Sir  Vol.  N— o,  Sir— I  cannot  say- 
Perhaps  there  is  no  harm  in  any  dance. 
I  am  not  sure. — Some  may  give  too  much  license — 
Yet  not  so  much,  but  e'en  in  such  a  case 
By  delicacy  'twill  be  carried  off 
Becomingly.    I  might  perhaps  object- 
Yet  where's  the  thing  that  can  defy  objection? 
But  this  I  say,  Sir,  and  I'll  stand  to  it, 
That  modesty  being  to  woman  more 
Than  beauty— for,  without,  is  beauty  cheap— 
That  woman,  who  doth  shew  her  beauty  off 
Before  her  modesty,  forgets  herself, 
And  merits  forfeit  of  that  high  respect, 
Which  noble  minds  would  bear  her  ! 

Hero  (To  Emily,  L.)  What  lady,  can  you  tell  me, 

danc'd  to  night 
As  lady  should  not  dance  ? 

Emily.  I  do  not  know. 

Hero,  (c.)  (To  Felton,  R.)  Do  you,  sir? 

Fel.  No! 

Hero.  (To  Lord  Atliunrec,  R.)  My  lord,  do  you  ? 

Lord  Atliun.  No,  lady. 

Hero.  Perhaps  some  lady,  whom  the  gentleman 
Himself  did  dance  with,  and  some  other  noted — 

Sir  Vol.   No  lady,  madam,  that  did  dance  with 

me. 

Who  yields  to  me  her  hand  shall  ne'er  forget 
Herself— at  least  by  my  o'erstepping.     She 
Shall  find  I  know  the  honour  that  she- does  me; 
See  in  the  freedom  of  the  frolic  measure 
My  reverence  for  her  sex  attending  her  ; 
And  then  be  handed  to  her  seat  again, 
For  mine  own  credit  sake  if  not  for  her's, 
By  all  approv'd,  as  gracefully  come  off 
In  partnery  of  honest  joyaiice! 
No  lady,  madam,  that  did  dance  with  me. 

Lord  Athun.  The  plague  repay  him  for  the  lesson 
he 


So  freely  reads  me — in  her  presence  too ! 

Hero.    Wilt   please   you   name   the    lady   gave 
offence  ? 

Sir  Vol.  ' Twer e  a  presumptuous  act  for  my  $OOP 

tongue. 

But  if  yon  know  her,  you  must  know  her  beauty, 
Wherein  I  ne'er  met  fair  to  liken  to  her. 
And  that  more  fittingly  shall  name  her  for  me. 
A  noble  stature,  stopping  there,  where  sex 
Would  have  it  reach,  and  bid  it  go  no  farther ; 
A  head  of  antique  mould,  magnificent 
As  may  consist  with  softness  and  with  sweetness  ; 
Features,  advertisement  of  thoughts  and  moods, 
Wishes  and  fancies,  such  as  it  beseems 
To  lodge  with  chastity  and  tenderness 
In  sumptuous  palace  of  rich  loveliness  ; 
And  limbs  of  mould  and  act  therewith  consorting, 
Making  a  paragon  of  symmetry ! — 
Gods,  to  such  homeliness  of  use  perverted, 
As  properties  to  them  were  homeliness, 
Should  spurn  to  be  applied  to ! 

Emily.  Are  you  ill, 
That  you  turn  pale  ? 

Hero.  Ill !— What  should  make  me  ill  ? 
I  could  be  angry,  were  it  worth  my  while, 
At  such  disparagement  of  one,  it  seems 
Is  known  to  me, — but  calumny  is  a  thing 
Defeats  itself,  and  I  should  be  despis'd 
Did  I  pay  heed  to ! 

Sir  Vol.  Lady,  yon  are  right ; 
It  shall  be  calumny — it  should  be  so  I 
Vouchers  so  fair,  should  never  be  forsworn. 
Alas  for  him,  who  is  incredulous, 
Yet  would   believe  them  rather  far  than  doubt 
them! 

[Sir    Valentine   goes  out,  followed   by 
Felton,  R.  H. 

Hero.  A  most  strange  gentleman ! — an  oddity ! 
I  took  him  for  a  man  of  sense, — didn't  you  ? 
A  fanciful  and  churlish  gentleman  ! 
Looks  sour  because  another  man  looks  pleased ! 
Lord  Athunree,  wilt  see  my  carriage  brought 
Close  to  the  door  before  I  venture  out, 
If  not  to  tax  your  gallantry  too  much  ? 

Lord  Atliun.  I  fly  to  do  it. 

[(Joes  out,  L.  H. 

Hero.  Let  me  weep  a  moment. 
Upon  your  neck— There !  I  am  better  now. 
Are  my  eyes  red  ? 

Emily.  Not  much. 

Hero.  I  will  appear 

To  have  been  laughing !    Laughter  bringeth  tears. 
Most  excellent !— you  should  have  kept  it  tho' 
For  another  time  !  I  have  not  strength  to  laugh ! 
As  'tis,  I  am  so  weak,  I  laugh  and  cry. 


.Re-enter  ATHUNREE,  L.  H. 

Lord  Athunree,  your  courtsey  has  lost  you 
A  most  facetious  story  ! 

Lord  Athun.  Tell  it  me. 

Hero.     Tell    it   yon!     Tell     it!      I     am     dead 

already 

With  hearing  it,  and  must  not  hear't  again, 
Would  I  go  home  to-night !    A  little  plague, 
To  make  me  laugh,  and  know  that  I  should  cry, 
For  lack  of  very  strength. — Come,  let  us  go ! 

(.Crosses  to  L.) 
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A  charming  ball  !    Fair  night  —  most  happy  night  ! 
I'll  find  a  time  to  make  you  cry  with  laughing. 

(To  Emily.) 
A  charming  night  —  a  very  charming  night  ! 


[They  go  out,  L 


END  OF  ACT  I. 


ACT.    II. 

SCENE  I.— A  Boom  in  the  House  of  Monsieur  De 
L'Epee. 

Enter,  from  an  inner  room,  WALSINGHAM  and 
.  MONSIEUR  DE  L'EPEE. 

De  L'Epee.  (R.)  Your  progress  answers  to  your 

practice,  sir ; 

Cause  have  you  none  for  discontent.    Confess, 
You  play  the  foil  with  twice  the  ease  yon  did 
A  month  ago.     "  Might  I  be  credited, 
"  Not  only  each  new  week,  but  even  day, 
"  Puts  to  the  blush  the  former  one,  so  fast 
"  You  catch  the  mystery  of  the  fair  art." 

Wai.  (L.)  Yes;  but  my  fellow-pupil  heads  me 
still. 

De  L'Epee.  His  quickness  is  your  master. 

Wai.  Yet,  'tis  strange ! 
With  all  my  pains,  I  toil  behind  him  still, 
And  he  a  very  stripling ! 

De  L'Epee.  'Tis  not  strength 
That  makes  the  odds,  but  art.    To  turn  the  foil 
In  practis'd  hand,  almost  a  wheaten  straw 
Hath  stamina  enough.    The  point  deceived, 
An  infant's  arm  in  distance  lounges  home ; 
The  art  is  strength,  and  length,  and  every  thing. 

Wai.  To  say  the  truth,  it  is  a  noble  art, 
On  which  agility  and  grace  attend, 
With  proper  manhood  keeping  company, 
As  on  none  other  ; — making  lightest  ease 
To  champion  force,  and,  as  you  say,  bear  off 
The  palm  from  it.    "In  every  act  and  state— 
"  Salute,  guard,  parry,  feint  or  pass — it  hath 
"  A  bearing  worthy  of  the  eyes  of  kings 
"  And  their  high  consorts,  when  a  practis'd  hand 
"  Like  yours  takes  up  the  foil. 

"  De  L'Epee.  You  flatter,  sir ! 

"  Wai.  By  my  proud  honour,  no !  But,  to  your 

pupil — " 
What  is  he  ? 

De  L'Epee.  I  know  not. 

Wai.  He  is  very  young. 

De  L'Epee.   Yes ;  by  his  looks  he  has  a  teen  or 

twain 

To  count ; — tho'  never  scholar  study  plied 
With  manlier  resolve  and  constancy. 
It  often  moves  my  wonder,  that  so  slight 
And  delicate  a  frame  should  undergo 
What  to  robuster  mould  a  thousand  times 
I    have    mark'd  was  weariness.     Scarce  lays  he 

down 

The  foil,  before  he  takes  it  up  again, 
Some  parry,  feint,  or  ionnge  untnastered  yet, 
To  practise  ;— which  he  does  with  zest  so  keen, 
I  have  thought,  at  times,  that  in  his  fancy's  eye 
There  stood  before  his  point  an  enemy, 
The  actor  of  some  unatoned  wrong, 
Whose  heart  each  thrust  was  meant  for. — A  good 

morning ! 
I  aui  waited  for. 


Wai.  Good  morning  to  you,  Sir. 

[De  L'Epee  goes  out,  tr.  E.  R.  n. 
A  noble  fellow  that !— a  soldier  who 
A  mighty  captain  followed,  for  the  strides 
With  which  he  led  to  glory— nay,  for  them 
Deserted  not,  when  fortune  back'd  a  world. 
Marshall' d  against  her  off -cast  favourite ! 
Talk  you   of   scars?— that    Frenchman  bears  on 

crown, 

Body  and  limb,  his  vouchers  palpable, 
For  many  a  thicket  he  has  struggled  thro' 
Of  briery  danger— wondering  that  he 
Came  off  with  even  life,  when  right  and  left 
His  mates  dropp'd  thick  beside  him.    A  true  man ! 
His  rations  with  his  master  gone — for  he 
Was  honour's  soldier,  that  ne'er  changes  sides- 
He  left  his  country  for  a  foreign  one, 
To  teach  his  gallant  art,  and  earn  a  home. 
I  know  him  to  be  honest,  generous, 
High-soul'd,  and  modest ;  every  way  a  grace 
To  the  fine  martial  nation,  whence  he  sprang  !* 

EUSTACE  enters  from  Inner  Room,  R.  H.  F. 
My  fellow-pupil!     (Aside).     That  was  a  shrewd 

The  Frenchman  made.    Are  all  these  pains  to  pay 
An  enemy  ? — then  is  his  case  my  own. 
Would  I  could  gain  his  confidence  !  but  still, 
Oft  as  I  try  he  foils  me  with  reserve 
He  shows  to  none  beside  !     One  more  attempt.— 
So,  fellow-pupil !    You  have  given  o'er  at  last. 
Right  well  you  fenc'd  to-day !    You  are  weary  ? 
Eustace  (R).  No,  good  morning,  Sir. 

(Crossing  to  L. 

Sir' 


T  faith,  you 


not 


Wai.    (Stopping  Tier). 

me : 

"  We  have  been  mates  too  long,  methinks,  for  term 
"  So  niggard,  fellow-pupil !" — Walsingham 
Is  my  name.    I  prithee,  when  thou  next  accost'sfc 

me, 

Say,  Walsiugham.    Is't  not  enough,  your  foil 
Keeps  me  at  distance— will  not  let  me  in — 
Rebukes    me,   shames  me — "  will  you  with  your 

tongue 

"  O'erbear  me  too  ?"    Call  me  not  "  Sir,"  I  pray, 
But  Walsmsham. 

Eustace.  It  were  to  make  too  free 
For  mere  acquaintanceship. 

Wai.  Acquaintanceship ! 
You  have  known  me  for  a  year.    Friendship  hath 

grown 
In  half  that  time. 

Eustace.  Friendship  grows  not  by  time. 
Wai.  In  sooth  'twould  seem  so.    Daily  have  we 

met 

For  a  good  year  —  nor  yet  have  shaken  hands. 
3-ive  me  thy  hand,  and  let  us  hence  be  friends ! 
What!    will  you  not?    I'faith,  you  should— you 

shall ! 

!'ll  take  it  spite  of  you — yea,  tho'  you  frown, 
And  call  yourself  my  foe,  which  would  be  hard 
fo  make  a  foe,  striving  to  make  a  friend. 
Eustace  (After  a  pause.   I'll  shake  hands  with 

you. 

Wai.  Ha  ! — a  hearty  grasp ! 
But  take  it  not  away  so  soon  again. 


This  is  a  portrait.     My  brothers  of  Glasgow 
enow  and  honour  the  gallant  man  who  suggested 


ami  will  jndare  how  far  it  i?  a  faithful  one. 
events  it  is  not  flattered. 


At 
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1,  refuse  your  eye. 


Nor  where  you 

Why  don't  you  look  at  me  ? 

Eustace.  Let  go  my  hand ! 

"  Wai.   Such  "haste  to  take  away— so  frank  to 
give? 

"  Eustace.  Let  go  my  hand ! — Well,  you  may  keep 

it,  Sir ; 

"  You  cannot  make  it  like  its  prison,  nor, 
•*  When  once  'tis  free  from't,  enter  it  again." 

Wai.  Well— call  me  Walsingham,  I'll  let  it  go. 
Why  must  I  force  you  thus  to  be  my  friend  ? 

Eustace.   Why  should  you?    Force   made  never 
yet  a  friend. 

Wai.  For  kindness,  then !  why  would  you  hold 

me  off  ? 

A  man  repelled  of  Fortune !    See  you  not, 
I  am  not  of  the  vein  of  those  on  whom 
Her  smiles  she  lavishes— nor  do  I  think 
With  surfeit  of  such  sweet  you  bought  that  cast 
Of  thonghtfulness,  which,  when  I  look  upon  you, 
Like  to  my-  glass,  shows  me,  methinks,  myself  !— 
I  am  a  man  of  honour  and  of  heart. 
Ah,  too  much  heart !     Come,  call  me  Walsingham, 
And  then  I'll  let  you  go. 

Eustace.  Well— Walsingham ! 

Wai.  I'  faith,  most  kindly  did  you  sound  my 

name; 

Tongue  never  fell  it  yet  more  sweetly  from, 
Save  one ! — Save  one  ! 

Eustace.  Farewell. 

Wai.  We'll  walk  together. 

Eustace.  Nay. 

Wai.  Will  you  have  it  so  ?  why  have  it  so ; 
"  My  love  is  not  that  sturdy  beggar  yet, 
"  But  spurning  may  suffice  to  stop  its  craving !" 
Yet  ere  you  leave  me,  hear  me — and  then  go. 
Methinks  our  fates  in  something  are  alike ; 
To  prove  it  so,  or  not,  I'll  tell  thee  mine. 
Give  thee  my  confidence — make  thee  indeed   my 

friend ! 
Now,  once  for  all,  what  say  you  ? 

Eustace.  Be  it  so. 

Wai.  Thy  hand  again,  then !— Do  we  go  together  ! 

Eustace.  We  do  ! — Have  with  you  ! 

Wai.  Now  we  are  friends  for  ever ! 

[They  go  out  L.  H. 

SCENE  II.— A  room  in  Hero's  Town  House. 

Enter  SIR  WILLIAM  and  EMILY.  L.  H. 

Sir  Wil.  At  sea  again !     Blown  ever  from  the 

port 

We'd  have  her  harbour  in,  by  her  wild  fancies, 
And  far  from  land  as  ever  !  I  did  hope 
This  suitor  had  been  anchorage  had  held  her. 
Emily,  and    so  did  I:    she'll  ne'er  be  held  by 

suitor, 

Long  as  there  bows  another — save  it  be 
By  a  miracle.    I  say  it,  tho*  I  love  her. 
"  Sir  Wil.  And  yet  that  lord  hath  held  her. 
"Emily.  So  he  hath, 
"  By  dint  of  mere  audacity — some  art 
'  He  owns  makes  other  suitors  quail,  and  she, 
'  For  vanity,  hath  still  affected  him,     • 
'  As  proud  to  have  a  vassal  in  a  man. 
1  To  whom  his  fellows  bow 

"  Sir  Wil.  I  am  glad  so  slight 
'  His  power.  I  know  him  for  a  profligate. 
'  With  broken  coffers,  to  replenish  which 
'  He  merely  follows  her. 
"  Emily.  His  practice  'twas 


'  Which  to  this  issue  led — on  some  account 
'  I  knew  not — nay,  nor  guess.      He  durst  not  tre:  fc 
'  Sir  Valentine  with  overbearing  mien. 
'  So  took  advantage  of  fair  Hero's  weakness, 
'  To  play  upon't,  expose,  and  with  disgust. 
'  Surfeit  the  man  he  fear'd. 
"Sir  Wil.  And  he  succeeded  ? 
"  Emily.  Ay,  to  the  full,  Sir,  as  I  have  possess'd 

you." 
Sir  Wil.  I  am  sorry  for  it.    He  had  begun  to 

love  her. 

And  would  have  made  to  her  a  worthy  husband ; 
"  Safe  guardian  to  her  wealth !  and  one  to  make 
"  A  proud  wife  of  a  higher  dame  than  she  !" 
It  crossly  hath  fallen  out.    But  she  is  piqued, 
You  say,  at  his  desertion  ? 

Emily.  Much,  Sir!— Much! 
She  wept  as  I  acquainted  you. 

Sir  Wil.  You  did, 

And  matter  see  I  there.    Unfeigned  tears — 
And  such  were  hers — from  deep-laid  fountains  flow, 
Abiding  in  the  heart !    The  argument 
Which  draws  them  thence,  as  deep  must  even  go 
A  curling  lip  I  had  not  heeded — that 
Were  simple  scorn — but  they  who  weep  for  scorn 
Do  weep  for  something  more.    Sir  Valentine 
Hath  not  his  peer  in  England !     Trust  me,  girl, 
She's  not  so  blind  with  folly,  as  not  to  see 
His  paramount  desert. — Where  is  she  ? 

Emily.  Lock'd 

In  her  chamber  with  her  milliner, — so  says 
Her  maid.    These  three  hours  have  I  crav'd  ad- 
mission. 

But  all  in  vain  ;  she  has  not  yet  press'd  pillow 
Sufficient  to  repair  her  spirits  from 
The  waste  of  yesternight. 

Sir  Wil.  A  wayward  girl ! 
New  dresses,  pleasure,  lovers — all  thiags  new, 
Except  herself.    Would  that  would  change  as  well ! 
Some  mode  she  studies  with  her  minister 
Of  novelty,  will  flog  all  former  folly. 

(Knocking.  B.) 

What  sober  knock  is  that  ?— Such  seldom  calls 
At  her  fantastic  door.    Who  knocks  ? 

Enter  SERVANT.  L. 

Servant.  A  man, 

Of  formal  habit  and  consorting  speech, 
Usher  to  one  most  young  and  fair ;  a  maid 
Who  seems  to  know  no  use  for  beauty,  but 
To  mortify  it  with  ungainly  guise. 
She  asks  to  see  the  mistress  of  the  hpuse. 

Sir  Wil.  Admit  her! — on  what  errand  can  she 
come  ? 

(Servant  goes  out,  ana  returns,  showing 
in  Clever,  followed  by  Hero,  both  dis- 
guised as  Quakers  B.) 

Who  art  thou  ? 

Clever.  Man  unto  Ruth  Mapleson, 
Who  with  the  woman  of  the  house  would  speak. 

Sir  Wil.  The  woman  of  the  house  I 

Emily.  (L.)  Ruth  Mapleson  ! 
Friend,  am  I  right  ?  (E.  c.)  This  house  of  vanity, 
Is't  the  abode  of  that  unfortunate 
They  call  the  city  maid  ?  who  to  the  use 
Of  one,  perverts  what  Heaven  did  lavishly 
Commit  unto  her,  for  the  good  of  many  ! 
Is  this  her  house  ? — and  if  it  is,  I  pray  you 
Acquaint  her  that  a  sister,  pitying 
Her  hapless  state  of  blindness,  ignorance, 


WOMAN'S    WIT. 


o 

Omission  and  offence,  hath  come  to  her 
To  clear  her  vision,  to  inform  her  minct, 
To  teach  her  occupation,  and  from  evil 
To  turn  her  steps  aside.— Umph ! 
Clever.  (R.  H.)  Umph  ! 
Sir  Wil.  (L.  c.)  My  breath 
Is  almost  stopp'd  with  wonder ! 

Emily.  (L.  H.)  So  is  mine. 
What  can  it  mean  ? 

Sir  Wil.  Some  poor  fanatic  tis, 
Whose  zeal  hath  warp'd  her  reason. 

Hero.  (R.  c.)  Sinful  man! 
Thus  is  it  with  the  children  of  the  flesh ; 
What  argues  wisdom  they  misconstrue  madness ! 
Tho'  through  perverseness  rather  than  conviction. 
Tremble  '.—Look  down  '.—Abase  thee  to  the  dust ! 
"Should'Bt  thou  not  blush  at  thy  grey  hairs,  the 

vouchers 

"  For  thriftless  years,  for  profitless  experience ! 
«'  'Tis  winter  with  thee-harvest-time  is  past— 
"What  hast  thou  garner'd?  Chaft  instead  c 

What  doest  thbtt  with  gauds  like  these,  thy  trap- 

"  Whv  standest  thou  beneath  this  roof  of  pride, 
"  That  shouldst  be  thinking  of  the  charnel-hous 
"  And  the  attire  of  its  inhabitant  ?" 
I  know  thee  uncle  to  that  maid  of  lightness, 
That  mistress  of  this  house  of  emptiness, 
And  whom  I  come  to  chasten  and  to  teach ! 
Umph ! 

Clever.  Umph !  , 

Emily.  Dear  Sir !  who  is  't  ?    I  grow  uneasy ! 
With  strangeness  yet  familiarity 
She  strikes  me,  that  consist  not ! 
"As  though  an  apparition  stood  betore  me, 
«  A  ,,/j  "  -wish  she  were  away  ! 


'And 

Hero   (To  Emily,  L-  c".)  And  thou  poor  flesh  an 

blood  !— "  illusion  !  heirdom 
"  O'  the  worm !  that  think' st  thyself  all  soundness 

"  Art  all  corruption ! ' '    Why  abid'st  thou  in 
The  Lazar-house  ?    Depart  from  it !     Pull  ott.  . 
Its  dress,  and  don  the  clean  and  wholesome  guise 
Of  plainness  and  humility— Umph ! 

Clever.  (R.  H.)  Umph! 

Sir  Wil.    (R.    c.)    This   bold   intrusion   and   ad 
dress — — 

Hero.  Peace,  Satan  !  ( 

You  may  condemn  proud  Hero's  fantasies  ? 

Sir  Wil.  I  do. 

Emily.  (L.  H.)  And  so  do  I. 

Hero.  O  do  you  so  ? 
Then  are  ye  not,  as  I  did  reckon  you, 
O'  the  children  of  the  Prince  of  Darkness  t 

Sir  Wil.  and  Emily.  No. 

Hero.  Yon  see  that  she  is  very  vain  ? 

Emily.  We  else  were  blind. 

Sir  Wil.  Stone  blind ! 

Hero.  Capricious  ? 


Emily.  She  changes  them 

Sir  wSl  She  doth  use  them  as  her  dresses ! 
shew  her  a  new  one,  she  casts  off  the  last, 
EIow  new  soe'er  put  on." 
Hero.  I  pity  her. 
Emily.  She  scarce  deserves  it. 
Sir  Wil.  Pity  is  too  good 
or  such  a  piece  of  waywardness,  perverseness, 
'ride,  folly,  fantasy,  and  emptiness  ! 
Hero.  So  then  we  are  all  of  the  same  mind  t 
Emily.  Exactly. 

Sir  Wil.  Not  a  pin's  point  difference  ! 
Hero.    You  would  approve  that  I  reform  her 

Emily.  Reform  her !     Could  you  do  so  ?    Do  so. 

Sir  Wil.  Do ! 

o !     Make  her  anything  but  what  she  is. 

Emily.  Change  cannot  fail  to  better  her. 

Sir  Wil.  No  change 
an  make  her  worse !— Reform  her,  pray ! 

Hero.  I  will. 

Sir  Wil.  and  Emily.  When? 

Hero    When  you  take  her  for  another  thing 
And  find  her  just  the  same  !— Oh,  uncle,  he  1 
Tie,  Emily  !  is  this  your  loyalty  H 

Sir  Wil.  What  means  this  metamorphosis  t 

Hero.  Defence 

Of  my  sex's  rights— assertion  of  my  own  I 
nstruction  to  that  master-work,  call  d  man  I 
Protest  and  re-establishment  of  due 
Prerogative  !  reduction  of  rebellion, 
Compell'd  from  reared  crest  to  bended  knee! 
Pains,  penalties,  bonds,  confiscations,  deaths, 
^o  follow  thereupon ! 

Sir  Wil.  Why,  neice,  what  wind 
Doth  bring  this  sudden  storm  ? 

Hero.  Are  yon  a  man  ? 

Sir  Wil.  I  trust  I  am  ! 

Hero.  Then  if  you  are,  you  know 
Tbe  privileges  of  a  single  woman. 
We  have  few,  Heav'n  help  us  !  when  we  change  the 

Most  rightly  dubb'd  of  single  blessedness  ! 
[s  't  not  a  single  woman's  right  to  rule  t 

Sir  Wil.  It 'is. 

Hero.  To  have  her  will  her  law  ? 

Hero.  To  have  as  many  tastes,  moods,  fits,  as  sh( 
likes  H 

Sir  Wil.  It  is. 

Hero.  To  come,  to  go,  to  smile,  to  frown. 
To  please,  to  pain,  to  love,  to  hate,  do  aught 
Without  dispute  ? 

Sir  Wil.  It  is. 

Hero.  Is't  not  enough, 

You  have  leave  to  look  upon  her— listen  to  her— 
Stand  in  her  presence— wait  upon  her  f    Must 
Her  'haviourf  spee  ch,  be  what  you  like,  or  what 
It  likes  her  sovereign  self  that  they  should  be  ? 

Sir  Wil.  What  likes  her  sovereign  selt ! 

Hero.  You  are  a  man ! 


aero,  uapncious  r  .     ,, 

Emily.  As  many  moods  as  there  s  hours  in  ti 

day. 

Sir  Wil.  Say  minutes,  rather  I 
Hero.  Fond  of  pleasure  ? 


Ei 
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Jmily.  Her  constant  occupation. 
Sir  Wil.  'Tis  her  meat 
And  drink;   rest,  business,  studies,  prayers,  an 

sleep ! 

Hero.  She  hath  no  constancy  in  aught- 
Lovers  especially  ? 


Hero.  You  are  aman:  . 

Would  all  your  sex  were  like  you !    Who  are  not, 

„      J  ••    _i± „    «,^  I  (  r*>\-r\GC0(i  fn   T,    I        I  jOC 


Are'notf or  me,  believe" me !    " ( Crosses  to  L  )    Loo 

you,  uncle ! 

I'll  make  the  saucy  traitor  feel  my  power, 
Or  I  will  break  my  heart !     He  thinks  me  lair— 
I  thank  him  I    Well -proportioned- very  much 
Beholden  to  him !     Dignified  and  graceful— 
A  man  of  shrewd  perception!  very ! -send  him 
On  expedition  of  discovery  ! 
Sir  Wil.  Whom  mean  you,  Hero  ? 
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Hero.  Whom  ?— Sir  Valentine  ! 
He  has  made  his  bow !  Indeed,  a  gracious  one — 
A  stately,  courtly,  condescending  one  ! 
Ne'er  may  I  curtsey,  if  he  bow  not  lower  ! 
I'll  bring  him  to  his  kness  as  a  spoiled  child 
With  uplift  hands  thatasketh  pardon,  then 
Command  him  up,  and  never  see  me  more  ! 

Sir  Wil.  Why,  how  hath  this  befallen  ? 

Hero.  I  did  not  dance 

To  please  him !     No,  Sir  !     He  is  a  connoisseur 
In  dancing  ! — hath  a  notion  of  his  own 
Of  a  step !     In  carriage,  attitude,  has  taste, 
Dainty  as  palate  of  an  epicure, 
Which,  if  you  hit  not  to  a  hair,  disgust 
Doth  take  the  place  of  zest !     He  is  sick  of  me ! 
My  feet  the  frolic  measure  may  indulge, 
But  not  my  heart— mine  eye,  my  cheek,  my  lip, 
Must  not  be  cognizant  of  what  I  do- 
As  wood  and  marble  could  be  brought  to  dance, 
And  look  like  wood  and  marble !     I  shall  teach  him 
Another  style !     Come !  I  have  found  you  out ; 
Will  you  compound  for  your  sedition, 
And   help     me  ?      Come !    how    say   you,    little 
traitress  ? 

Emily.  Content. 

Hero.  And  you,  most  reverend  rebellion  ? 

Sir  Wil.  Command  me  aught  that  I  can  do  in 
reason. 

Hero.    Can  do  in  reason!      In    what    reason? 

There 

Are  fifty  kinds  of  reason !    There's  a  fool's  reason, 
And  a  wise  man's  reason,  and  a  knave's  reason, 

and 

An  honest  man's  reason,  and  an  infant's  reason, 
And  reason  of  a  grandfather — but  there's 
A  reason  'bove  them  all,  and  that  alone 
Can  stand  me  now  in  stead — a  woman's  reason ! 
Wilt  thou  be  subject  unto  me  in  that  ? 

Sir  Wil.  I  will. 
But  tell  me  whence  this  speech  of  solemn  phrase  ? 

Hero.  From  one  I  knew  and  lov'd  at  school — a 

girl 

Half,  by  the  sect  that  practise  it,  brought  up. 
«'  But  she  of  thought  and  will  therewith  consort- 
ing1, 

"The  mistress  likewise  was  most  veritable." 
Her  name  was  Helen  Mowbray — by  the  arts 
Of  that  same  lord  to  whom  I  owe  the  coil 
I  would  unwind  me  from,  and  whom,  thro"  whim, 
Not  liking,  I  have  countenanc'd.     'Tis  said 
She  fell— but  not  in  my  belief.     How  is  this  ? 
I  am  growing  serious  !    You  will  help  me  ? 

Sir  Wil.  Yes. 

Hero.  That's  my  good  uncle !     That's  a  darling 

uncle ! 

There  ne'er  was  kinder,  nor  more  sensible! 
A  good,  dear,  wise,  obedient,  docile  uncle ! 
Give  me  a  kiss !     Hence,  Master  Clever !     Do 
What  I  directed  you— Sir  Valentine 
Is  not  yet  out.    Invite  him  where  I  told  you — 
To  the  house  at  Greenwich, 

[Exit  Clever  R., 

Sir  Wil.  What  dost  thou  intend? 

Hero.  (Crosses  to  R.)  Order  the  carriage— no:  it 

must  be  one 

They  lend  for  hire  : — and  come  along  with  me — 
I'll  tell  you  on  the  way.     Emily  ! — Uncle ! 
Look  you  (throws  her  glove  down)  I'll  have  him,  as 

my  glove  that  there, 

At  my  feet  doth  lie,  till  I  do  pick  him  up  ! 
And  I  will  pick  him  up — but  in  a  way  ! 
There ! — give  it  me  again — Oh,  you  dear  uncle, 


To  help  my  plot!— do,  what  I  wish !— You  ought 
To  be  an  uncle !     There's  another  kiss ! 
And  if  I  do  not  make  him  kiss  the  rod, 
I'm  ne'er  a  niece  deserving  such  an  uncle ! 
Come!   come!— I  did   not   dance  to  please  him 
Come. 

[They  gtoou£,*t. 


SCENE  III.— Sir  Valentine's  house.— Sir  Valentine 
discovered. 

Sir  Vol.  Oh,  pitable  case  !  so  rich  a  stamp, 
And  yet  the  metal  base !     For  what  high  things 
Did  nature  fashion  her ! — whose  rich  intent 
Had  she  but  half  fulfill'd,  no  wealth,  no  state 
That  earth  can  furnish,  for  aggrandizement 
Of  craving  and  insatiate  ambition, 
Conferr'd  on  her,  had  given  her  half  her  due, 
Far  less  its  debtor  made  her !     Misery ! 
To  find  the  good  we  hop'd,  the  bane  we  hate ! 
Hate!— Oh,  perverse  and  doubtful  course  of  love, 
That  in  the  goal  it  pants  for,  finds  its  grave  ! 
"  That  reaches  for  a  bliss,  and  clasps  a  pang  ! 
That  now  doth  own  a  mine,  and  naught  anon ! 
Oh  beggary  most  poor,  that  from  the  lapse 
Of  dwindled  riches  grows !" 

Enter  SERVANT,  R. 
Servant.  You  are  wanted,  Sir — 
Sir  Val.  Who  wants  me? 
Servant    One  who  brings  an  errand  from 
Sir  William  Sntton,  and  craves  speech  with  you.1 
Sir  Vol.    Admit  him. 

[Servant  goes  out. 

Enter  CLEVER,  R. 
Well? 

Clever.  Are  you  the  man  they  call 
Sir  Valentine  de  Grey  ? 

Sir  Val.  That  man  am  I. 

Clever.  Then,  being  he,  another  man  they  call 
Sir  William  Sutton,  sends  me  here  to  pray 
Thy  company  this  afternoon,  to  meet 
Some  friends  who  dine  with  him  at  Greenwich 

Sir  Val.  Say, 
I  cannot  come. 

Clever.  Art  thon  engaged,  friend  ? 

Sir  Val.  No. 

Clever.  Then  thou  speak'st  not  true.   Thou  can's! 


Sir  Val.  Say, 
I  will  not  come. 

Clever.  He  bade  me  say  to  thee 
Thou  must  come. 

Sir  Val.  Must  come  ? 

Clever.  Yes ;  so  come  along. 
For  he  did  charge  me  bring  thee,  and  I  said 
I  would  !  and  not  to  bring  thee  were  to  break 
My  word,  and  make  him  angry. 

Sir  Val.  Tell  him,  then, 
I  was  not  in. 

Clever.  I  will  not  tell  a  lie. 

Sir  Val.  Art  thou  his  servant  ? 

Clever.  No  ;  but  man  to  one 
That's  niece  unto  him— that  is,  in  the  flesh- 
Not  in  the  spirit. 

Sir  Val.  Wherefore  ? 

Clever.  Know'st  thou  him, 
And  know'st  thou  not  he  is  a  man  of  sin? 
Ruth  Mapleson  is  of  the  faithful  1 

Sir  Val.  Who? 
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Glevcr.  Ruth  Mapleson. 
Sir  Val.  I  know  no  niece  lie  hath, 
Save  one — fair  Mistress  Button. 

Clever.  Name  her  not — 
Daughter  of  darkness. 
Sir  Val.  Liar! 
Clever.  Thou  dost  lie 
To  call  me  so. 
Sir  Val.  Wretch ! 
Clever.  Thou  dost  lie  again. 
I  am  a  godly  and  a  happy  man, 
That  waits  upon  Ruth  Mapleson  ;  the  niece 
Of  him  they  call  Sir  William  Sntton  ;  and 
Cousin  to  Hero  Sutton,  whom  in  naught 
Doth  Ruth  resemble  save  her  face  and  form, 
Where  she  might  pass  for  her,  she  is  so  like  her. 
Sir  Val,  So  like  her  !  said'st  thon,  like  her  ? 
Clever.  Thou  didst  hear 
I  did ;  so  like  her,  'twere  a  cunning  eye 
Could  tell  one  from  the  other.     That's  my  hand ; 
I  take  't  away,  and  show  it  thee  again ; 
IB  that  another  hand  ? 
Sir  Val.  Knave,  'tis  the  same. 
Clever.  Miscall  me  not,  friend !    Knave  is  not  my 

name. 

But  Obadiah.    Use  me  civilly. 
That  do  instruct  thee,  who  art  ignorant. 
Not  more  in  likeness  is  that  hand  the  same, 
Than  Hero  Sutton  is  Ruth  Mapleson 
In  feature,  figure,  face,  complexion,  all 
That  makes  the  outward  woman — but  within, 
Winter  and-' summer  are  not  less  akin! 
Sir  Val.  How,  knave  ? 
Clever.  I  told  thee  not  to  call  me  "  knave  ;" 
My  name  is  Obadiah. 

Sii-  Val.  Obadiah 

I'll  call  thee  then.    How  are  these  cousins  as 
Unlike  as  winter  is  to  summer  ? 

Clever.  Thus.— Is  winter  barren  ?  so  is  the  maiden 
Hero ;  is  it  made  up  of  fogs  and  rain  ?  so  is  the 
maiden  Hero  "  of  vapours  and  the  spleen ;"  hath  it 
much  cloud,  and  little  sun?  so  hath  the  maiden 
Hero  great  discontent,  small  content ;  hath  it  long 
night,  and  brief  day?  so  hath  the  maiden  Hero 
lasting  displeasure,  short  favour ;  is  there  any  de- 
pending upon  it  ?  no  more  is  there  upou  the  maiden 
Hero ;  "  do  you  wish  it  heartily  away  ?  so  would 
you  be  rid  of  the  maiden  Hero." 
Sir  Val.  I  fear  thou  art  a  slanderer. 
Clever.  I  see 
Thou  lack'st  good  manners,  which  is  grievous, 

friend, 

In  one  of  thy  Degree.    Thou  callest  names 
As  scavengers  that  quarrel  in  the  streets 
Most  unbecomingly ! 

Sir  Val.  Well ;  now  proceed. 
What  of  her  cousin  ? 

Clever.  Tho'  a  godly  man, 
Yet  am  I  flesh  and  blood,  and  thou  dost  vex 
My  spii'it,  friend,  by  so  misusing  me. 
I  tell  thee  once  again,  my  name  is  not 
Liar,  nor  knave,  nor  slanderer,  nor  aught 
But  Obadiah. 

Sir  Fal.  Well— enough  of  that  ; 
Her  cousin !    Come !    Her  cousin  ? 

Clever.  Tho'  I  am 

A  man  of  peace,  I  am  a  valiant  man. 
I  combat  not,  but  yet  the  elements 
Of  war  are  given  me,  friend !    I  am  full  of  them, 
'*  Save  what  is  in  me  of  the  goodly  thing 
"  That  mortifies  the  flesh,  and  keeps  them  in 


'  Subjection !"    Yea,  I  am  a  warlike  man ! 
Yea,  verily,  a  very  warlike  man  ! 
Sir  Val.  I  ask  thy  pardon. 
Clever.  I  do  grant  it  thee ; 
Thou  dost  a  proper  thing :  and  now  shalt  hear, 
Vherein  the  maiden  Ruth,  who,  outwardly, 
is  to  the  maiden  Hero  what  that  maiden 
s  to  herself,  is,  inwardly,  reverse 
As  summer  is  to  winter. 
Sir  Fal.  Prithee  on  ! 

Clever.  Is  summer  fertile  ?  is  summer  clear  ?  hath 
t  little  cloud,  much  sun,  long  day  and  short  night 
—and  that  more  like  day  than  night  ?  is  summer 
constant,  and  do  you  wish  it  never  away  ?  so  is  the 
maiden  Ruth  bounteous ;  so  is  the  maiden  Ruth 
jheerf  ul ;  so  hath  she  twenty  smiles  for  one  frown ; 
asting  favour,  brief  displeasure,  which  you  would 
almost  take  to  be  favour  ;  so  is  she  little  liable  to 
jhange ;  so  would  you  wish  to  have  her  ever  with 
ou! 

Sir  Fal.  Where  dwells  this  cousin  ? 
Clever.  In  Greenwich,  friend,  whither  thou 
goest ;  not  in  the  same  house  with  him  that  sends 
'or  thee— for  light  dwelleth  not  with  darkness— but 
n  another  habitation,  where  her  books,  and  her 
lowers,  and  her  own  sweet  thoughts,  which  are 
"airer  and  wiser  than  either,  are  her  only  com- 
panions 

Sir  Fal.  I'll  go  with  thee  to  Greenwich.    Lead 
on ! 

Clever.   Hold,  friend!— You  must  do  all  things 
soberly. 

[They  go  out,  Clever  preceding,  with 
extreme  gravity,  R. 

END    OF    ACT    II. 


ACT  III. 
SCENE  I.— The  Outskirts  of  London 

Enter  WALSINGHAM  and  EUSTACE  i.  H.  3.  E. 

Eustace.   Now  for  the  confidence  you  promised 
me. 

Wai.  Can'st  thou  not  guess  my  story  ?    Look  at 

me! 

Seem  my  years  more  than  his  you'd  reckon  in 
Life's  outset,  when  beneath  our  feet  all's  flowers, 
Above  our  heads  all  sun  ?    Can'st  not  divine 
What  could  alone  o'ercast  and  wither  thus  ? 
"  Nor  only  take  away  the  adjuncts  sweet 
"  Of  that  fair  prime  of  hope,  but  prospect  leave 
"  Of  nought  but  cloud  and  barrenness  ?" 

Eustace.  Ambition  ? 

Wai.  No ;  that's  an  after-game.    There's  one  we 

play 

Before,  o'er  which  the  heart  doth  throb,  as  o'er 
None  other  !  where  we  throw  the  die,  whose  turii 
Nine  times  in  ten's  the  oracle  foretells 
All  chance  to  come !  which,  if  we  play  in  earnest — 
And  light  are  they,  who  of  that  game  make  light— 
We  make  ourselves  for  ever,  or  lose  all, 
Doubling  the  value  of  our  being,  or 
Reducing  it  to  naught ! — a  game,  methinks, 
Which   you   have   play'd   at— Love.— Am   I    not 
right  ? 

Eustace.  You  are. 

Wai.  You  didn't  win  ? 

Eustace.  (Hesitatingly).  I— didn't. 
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Wai.  How? 

You  speak  as  one  :  hat  yet  did  neither  lose — 
Whose  game  not  yi;.  was  ont — a  chance,  altho' 
With  heavy  odds  against  him.     Mark  me  ;  if 
Thou  hast  rivals  whom  she  entertains  like  thee, 
With  just  so  much  of  hope  as  doth  suffice 
To  keep  them  suitors  still,  while  each  can  say, 
She's  mine,  as  weil  as  t'other — give  her  up  ! 
Away  with  her  !     Abandon  her  for  ever ! 
"Thouwoo'st,  what,  if  thouwin'st — the  tongue  is 

kind— 

"  Not  that  doth  give  thee  joy — but  wish  thee  dead ! 
"  The  keeper,  not  the  owner,  of  a  thing 
"  Wherein  is  lock'd  thy  life,  and  thy  life's  gems — 
"  Thy  peace  and  honour  dear !" 

Eustace.  Won  such  a  maid 
Thy  love  ? 

Wai.  Not  such  a  maid !    No  ;  she  did  live 
Forbid  to  all  but  me.     "  The  statue's  ear 
"  And  eye,  you'd  think,  as  much  perception  had 
"  Of  wonder  at  the  consummate  chisel's  skill, 
"  As  her's  of  praise  from  others'  eyes  and  tongues. 
"  But,  oh  !  at  lightest  glance  or  sound  of  mine, 
"  How  would   the  rich   and  fair-wrought  marble 
glow!" 

Eustace.  Thou  mourn' st  her  dead,  then  ? 

Wai.  Dead  ?— Ay,  dead !  a  corpse, 
A    mouldering    corpse,    that's    with    corruption 

hous'd, 

"Which  skill  medicinal  can  ne'er  restore 
"To  its  sweet  life  again  ! — the  which  to  weep 
"  Is  all  that  fondest  eyes  may  look  for  now." 
The  life,  alas !  of  her  fair  honour's  gone ! 

Eustace.  What !  liv'd  she  bat  for  thee,  and  gave 

she  up 
Her  richest  jewel  to  another  ? 

Wai.  You. 

Shall  hear  my  story.    What  in  form  she  was, 
I  will  not  paint  to  you.— Each  lover  has, 
You  know,  the  fairest  she — say,  mine's  a  paragon 
As  much  as  thine — nay,  of  the  very  charm 
That's  crest  of  all,  thou  wilt  but  make  a  seat 
To    mount    some   plume    of    her's,    whom   thou 

affect' st, 

That  shall  transcend  it  far !     I  know  it — so 
Forbear.    Yet  had  you  e'er  set  eyes  upon  Tier ! 
Oh!  she  did  stand  alone !  (Crosses  to  L.)  "to  truest 

hearts 

"  The  sight  of  her  was  wonderful  estrangement, 
"  Weaning  them  for  a  time  from  things,  howe'er 
•'  Clung  dotingly  to  before— that  mistresses 
"Have  sadclen'd  to  see  eyes,  that  blaz'd  on  them 
"  Ere  they  were  tnrn'd  away,  turn  back  again 
"  Listless  and  icy  cold !     Riches  and  rank, 
"  Bestudded  o'er  and  gilded,  have  look'd  blank 
"  To  see  themselves  outshone  without  a  gem ! 
"  Nay,  very  hostesses,  whose  only  care 
"  Was  to  behold  their  costly  huswif  ery 
"  Approv'd,  have  been  discomfited  to  see 
"  Their  tables  crown'd  as  ne'er  they  were  before, 
"  And  she  the  only  garnish  of  the  board !" 

Eustace.  Thought  you  not  others'  eyes  did  see 
like  yours  ? 

Wai.  No  !  no !  I  saw  they  did— I  felt  they  did— 
Felt  it  thro'  many  a  pang  of  doubt — but  not 
51iro*  fear  of  her  demerits,  but  my  own  ! 
•*•   Eustace.  Ne'er  gave  she  cause  to  doubt  ? 

Wai.  No. 

Eustace.  Still  she  fail'cl  ? 

Wai.  As  life— when  health,  that  is  the  heart  of 

life, 
Seems  sound  to  the  very  core  !  "  has  ne'er  given  sign 


"Of  flaw  or  speck — this  moment  in  the  bloom — 
"  The  next,  is  blasted !" 

Eustace.  What  you  do  assert, 
The  more  you  do  assert,  the  more  I  doubt ! 
What !  truth  to  falsehood  in  a  moment  turn  ? 
Virtue  to  vice  ?    Love  to  estrangement  ?    Love ! 
And  in  a  woman!    "  Had  she  lov'd  before ? 

"  Wai.  No ! 

"  Eustace.  Her  first  love,  too !    But  she  was  a 
child  ? 

"  Wai.  No ;  in  the  blush  of  bursting  womanhood. 

"Eustace.  And  left  thee  for  another?    No  de- 
clining 

"  Of  that  first  passion  ?    Never  seen  to  wane 
"A  little  now — now  more  ?  but  all  at  once 
"Go  out!     Impossible!"    You've  been  deceiv'd! 
Abus'd !  you  have !  my  life,  my  soul  upon  it ! 

"  Wai.  They're  costly  pledges  to  be  forfeited ; 
"  Then  risk  them  not ! 

"  Eustace.  What  can'st  thou  set  against  them  ? 

"  Wai.  Proofs !  facts  ! 

"Eustace.  Facts? 

' '  Wai.  Facts ! "    My  cause  thou  wast  engag'd  in  ? 
How  is't  I  find  thee  in  another's  listed  ? 

Eustace.  What  is  the  cause  of  her  thou  lov'st,  but 
thine  ? 

Wai.  Not  if  she's  false. 

Eustace.  But  if  she's  true  ? 

Wai.  She's  not! 
"By  truth,  she's  not! 

"  Eustace.  By  truth,  she  is  / — unless, 
'  Things,  that  do  coincide  much  as  the  East 
'And  West — high  Heaven  and  the  Abyss — noon- 

day 

'  And  midnight — reason  and  madness — contraries 
'  Confess'd  and  palpable— for  so  oppos'd, 
'  I  own,  do  your  averments  seem  to  me— 
'  Yon  prove  are  in  accordance. 

"Wai.  Listen,"   then! 

Who  wins  a  prize,  thou  know'st  wins  envy  too. 
With  such  a  prize  thou  wilt  not  wonder  then 
That  many  grudg'd  my  fortune !    'Mong  the  rest 
Was  one— a  satire  on  the  saucy  code 
That  makes  the  wreath  of  merit  birth-right,  when 
No  law  can  make  the  grace  that  wins  it  so. 
This  titled  profligate  alone,  no  check, 
Reserve,  rebuke,  rejection,  could  divert 
From  pressing  still  his  suit :   my  &rm  had  tried  it, 
But  that  she  hung  upon  it,  minding  me 
The  life  I'd  peril  was  the  heart  of  her's ! 
She  did ! — and  for  enforcement  show'd  to  me 
Vouchers  on  vouchers— genuine  sighs  and  tears ! 
Art  couldn't  feign  such— I'll  do  justice  to  her— 
She  then  was  true — as  true  as  haggard  since  ! 
Why  weep'st  thon  ? 

Eustace.  Thou  dost  weep  ;  and  tears  draw  tears. 
When  grief  itself  doth  fail. 

Wai.  Then  dry  your  eyes  ; 
You'll  ne'er  see  mine  again !  yon  think  me  lost 
To  honour  ? 

Eustace.  No! 

Wai.  What,  not  to  weep  a  wanton  ? 

Eustace.  Oh,  not  a  wanton ! 

Wai.  How? 

Eustace.  Not  then  a  wanton ! 

Wai.  Not  then !    The  devil  was  once  an  angel— 

what 
Of  that?     He  fell!— who  weeps  him?   no   one! 

What 

Tho'  she  was  once  a  spirit  of  light,  as  he  was, 
When  now  she's  black  as  he  ? 

Eustace.  Nay! 
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Wai.  Doubt  it  not! 
To  cavil  at  the  right  we  feel  to  writhe 
Is  aggravation,  that  adds  wrong  to  wrong, 
And  drives  before  o'er-bnrthen'd  patience  mad ! 
The  sun  did  stare  upon  it !— 'twas  not  lewdness 
Chamber'd  —  behind    the    curtain  — 'twas    i'    the 

street, 

Light  as  noonday  could  make  it ! — without  cloak ! 
Hood !  veil ! — Now  call  it  questionable  !    Nothing 
To  mask  the  wanton  ! — Oh !  for  a  thunderbolt 
To  strike  me  then  ! — From  a  noted,  libell'd  stew, 
Led  by  the  noble  libertine — his  trophy 
Worn  on  his  arm  in  the  gaze  of  every  eye— 
I  saw  her  issue.  (Crosses  to  K.  H.) 

Eustace.  Did  she  shun  thee  ? 

Wai.  No! 

Eustace.  That  was  a  proof  of  innocence. 

Wai.  Of  guilt! 

"  Rank!  rank !— a  sudden  and  entire  infection, 
"  A  tonch  and  rottenness  !  as  from  the  bite 
"Of  a  serpant,  in  an  instant  ruddy  life 
"To  black  corruption  grows!"    Why  thould  she 

shun  me  ? 

She  had  her  tale  at  hand !     'Twas  but  to  make 
Her  paramour  her  friend ;  their  assignation, 
A  freak  of  chance  ;  her  reconcilement  to 
A  man  she  loath'd  before,  a  debt ;  and  for 
That  debt  assign  a  cause  equivalent  ;— 
All  which  she  did  in  a  breath !    'Twas  clear,  sir ; 

clear ! 

The  truth  spoke  for  itself !    Fact  born  of  fact- 
Nought  out  of  place  or  disproportionate  ! 
As  obviously  that  follow'd  this ;  this  that ; 
As  this  doth  chime  with  this,  and  that  with  that ! 
A  thing  one  must  believe  !     From  end  to  end, 
A  lie,  sir ! — He  had  sav'd  her  from  a  villain ! 
The  villain !    When  appeal'd  to,  he  did  damn  her ! 
"He  fain  would  bear   her    out!      His    life   was 

her's  ! — 

"  His  fortune— but  upon  a  point  of  honour— 
"In  question  with  a  man  of  honour — not 
"  That  he  denied  her  fair  averments  tho' — 
"  He  pray'd  she  would  excuse  him !" 

Eustace.  You  believ'd  him  ! 
Him  yon  believed,  that  ne'er  was  true  before  ! 
Her  disbeliev'd,  was  ne'er  before  but  true  ? 

Wai.  She  did  admit  it. 

Eustace.  How? 

Wai  By  damning  silence ! 

Eustace.   Is't  guilt  alone,  convicted,  that  keeps 

silence  ? 

Guilty— saucy  guilt— that  dares  to  break  the  law 
Of  God  and  man !     Remember  you  no  case, 
Where  innocence  accus'd  hath  all  at  once 
Been  stricken  dumb  ? — appall'd  to  undergo 
The  charge  of  sin,  that  never  could  endure 
The  thought  of  sin  ?     "  Appearances  against  her, 
"And  witness  for  her  none,  but  her  own  heart  ? 
"  Her  very  blood  betraying  her,  deserting 
"  Its  post  upon  her  cheek,  whence,  were  it  bold 
"As  honest,  'fore  a  host  'twould  ne'er  give  way!" 
Remember  you  110  case  like  this  ?  or  if 
Your  memory  none  records,  is  such  a  one 
So  much  at  odds  with  probability, 
Your  fancy  cannot  image  it  ?    A  woman, 
Young,  charily  brought  up,  as  vestal  for 
The  fane !     Suppose  a  novice  so  sincere, 
She  lov'd  and  knew  it  not,  till,  by  its  signs, 
Others  more  skill'd  did  find  the  passion  out, 
And  tell  her  that  she  loved ! 
Wai.  Thou  draw'st  herself ! 
Eustace.  And  such  a  one,  by  accident  or  plot, 


Sudden  to  stand  in  such  predicament 

As  of  her  honour  valid  question  founds — 

In  presence  too  of  him  whose  value  for 

The  gem  doth  make  it  doubly,  trebly,  dear — 

And  then,  appealing  to  a  villain's  truth, 

To  find  the  tongue,  should  clear,  but  blurr'd  her 

more! — 

Oh !  I  would  ask  for  signs  of  life  as  soon 
From  lips  of  stone,  as  look  for  words  from  her's  ! 
She  couldn't  speak !    Speak  ?  breathe !  she  would 

be  stunn'd 

To  utter  lapse  of  every  sense,  except 
That  at  her  heart,  which  told  it  at  that  time 
It  would  be  bliss  to  break !    Should  she  be  true 
At  last— 

"  Wai.  No  more  of  this ! 

"  Eustace.  Have  I  not  shaken— 
"  Not  much,  but  somewhat — say,  a  little — say, 
"  A  very  little — your  belief  of  her 
"  Dishonour  ?" 

Wai.  Speak  not  of  her. 

Eustace.  If  she  is  pure, 

Despite  appearances,  as  first  you  thought  her  ; 
Constant,  despite  desertion ;  and  despite 
Wrongs,  scornings,  brandings,  fond; — it  may   bt 

fonder — 

For  woman's  love's  a  plant,  I've  often  heard, 
Which  mocketh  all  that  thrive  in  winter  time, 
Not  only  keeping  green,  but  growing  then. 

Wai.  You  take,  methinks,  strange  interest  in  her 
fate! 

Eustace.  I  have  a  friend,  whose  fate  resembles 

her's— 
Whose  cause  I'm  sworn  to  right !   Besides,  we're 

friends. 
Thou  art  not  happy  ? 

Wai.  No. 

Eustace.  I'd  see  thee  so. 
To  have  thee  so,  I'd  wish  thee  in  the  wrong, 
She's  not  forsrotten — is  she  ? 

Wai.  Would  she  were! 

Eustace.  Perhaps  thou  lov'st  her  still  ? 

Wai.  To  madness  !    There's 
My  malady.    I  love  her — not  what  she  is, 
But  what  she  was.     What's  present — that's  her 

swerving, 

That's  palpable,  which  you  may  see,  touch,  handle, 
Define,  weigh,  prove  by  any  test  is  real — 
Feels  but  a  phantasm,  a  conceit,  a  dream, 
A  horrible  one ! — in  contrast  with  what's  past, 
Her  worth,  her  love,  her  constancy,  that  vanisli'd 
Or  e'er  you  question'd  them. 

Eustace.  Art  sure  of  that  P 
Come,  come,  thou'rt  not,  at  least,   thou'rt    not 

quite  sure. 

Now  did  she  stand  before  thee  undisraay'd, 
Confiding  in  thy  honour— say  thy  patience- 
Say  thy  endurance — 

Wai.  If  my  eyes  could  look 
The  mandate  of  my  soul,  they  would  flash  lightning 

on  her, 
To  blast  her  where  she  stood  !  What  ails  thee  ?  . 

Eustace.  Nought— 

What  did  I  do  ?    How  did  I  look  ?    What  saw  st, 
To  ask  ?    Did  I  turn  pale,  or  start,  or  what  ? 
"Do  I  tremble?     Feel!— I  am  past    fear,  grief, 

pain. 

"  As  death !"  Give  me  thy  arm,  and  come  with  me. 

(Crossing  R.) 

I'll  shew  thee  what  a  piece  of  rock  thou  thought'st 
Did  quake.    Thou  a  false  woman,  as  thou  think'sb 
her, 
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Wouldst     revenge — I    would    revenge  a   woman 

wrong' d, 

Bitterly  wrong'd ;  so  wrong'd,  that  after  her 
None  should  complain  of  hardship  !  Come  and  see, 
Which  holds  his  purpose  most  tenaciously. 

[T/icy  go  out  K.  H. 

SCENE  II. — A  Chamber  in  Hero's  House -at  Green- 
wicli. 

Enter  SIR  VALENTINE  and  CLEVEE,  L. 

Sir  Vol.  I  tell  thee,  I  must  see  her  ! 

Clever.  Friend,  thy  face, 
Albeit  no  modest  one,  thy  deeds  outdo 
In  forwardness  !     I  brought  thee  but  to  see 
The  maiden's  house — and  thou  would" st  enter  it ! 
Nor  therewith  rest'st  content  —  but  must   have 

speech 

With  her  that  owns  it,  and  escheweth  thee 
As  all  ungodly  things  ! 

Sir  Val.  And  I  will  have  it ! 
So  tell  thyself— but  gently  say  to  her, 
A  stranger  craveth  audience.    Mind — a  stranger. 
And  do  my  bidding ;  else  I  may  forget 
Thou  art  a  man  of  peace,  and,  maybe,  beat  thee. 
Yes — beat  the — I  repeat  it !  and,  I  pray  thee, 
Make  me  not  do't  again ! 

Clever.  I  will  submit — 
Ere  I  will  use  the  argument  o'  the  flesh, 
For  that  would  hurt  my  spirit.      Umph!    I  am 


[Goes  out  R. 

Sir  Val.  So  far,  so  well!    Admittance  I  have 

gain'd. 

And  now  an  audience  wait — but  doubtingly. 
Her  cousin ! — Then  behoves  me  change  my  name, 
Else,  knowing  me  for  Hero's  suitor,  she 
Will  spurn  me.    Yes  !     I'll  even  call  myself 
Sir  Launcelot  de  Vere.— Can  this  be  she  ? 
"The  knave  hath   mock'd  me— and  the  world  of 

hopes 

'  That  sudden  rose  to  my  imagining 
'  Doth  melt  to  nothing. — Stay ! — It  forms  again ! 
'  It  grows  to  probability.— No  vapour 
'  That  takes  a  passing  form,  is  here  and  gone, 
'  But  a  sincere  and  palpable  creation  1" 
Another  Hero  is  there — or  I  do  see 
The  same ! — Oh,  likeness  to  beholding,  e'en 
Fncredible !  "  that  makes  with  wonderment 
"  The  vision  waver,  and  the  utterance  fail !" 

Enter  HERO,  disguised  as  before,  R. 

Hero.  Well,  what's  yonr  will  !J 

Sir  Val.  Forgive  me,  lady,  if, 
With  occupation  of  mine  eyes,  awhile 
I  did  forget  the  office  of  my  tongue 
To  give  thee  'cnstom'd  salutation. 
Still  wonld  I  gaze,   nor    speak ;    arb  what    thou 
seem'st  ? 

Hero.  What  socru  I,  friend? 

Sir  Val.  Likeness — nnlikcness  !  A  thing 
Most  different — and  yet  the  very  same  1 
What  I  would  give  averment  of  most  strong — 
Igain  most  strong  deny !     The  form  of  the  bane, 
With  the  sweet  virtue  of  the  antidote  ! 
The  rose  was  canker'd  yesterday,  to-day 
Freshness  and  soundness  to  the  very  core  ! 
Oh,  beauty  !  that  doth  know  its  proper  pride, 
And  nothing  deigns  to 'ask  to  set  it  off 
Except  simplicity,  that  offers  nought, 


Yet  all  that's  due  performs !    "  I  have  not  liv'd 
"  Till  now !— I  have  but  dealt  with  shows  of  life, 
"Automatons,  that  do  not  know  themselves, 
"  But  act  from  causes  are  no  part  of  them  ! 
"  But  here  is  nature's  mechanism — mind 
"  And  soul— a  body  fitting  them,  informing 
"  With  motions  of  their  own. 
"  Hero.  Friend,  art  thou  mad  ? 
'  Sir  Vol.  Mad,  lady  ? 
'  Hero.  Rational  thou  canst  not  be  t 
'  Sir  Val.  Not  rational  ? 
'  Hero.  If  that — which  much  I  doubt — 
Certain  not  favour'd  with  the  grace  of  truth. 
Sir  Val.  Doubt'st  thou  I  utter  aught  but  truth  ? 
Hero.  I  doubt 
"  Thy  wits,  thy  wisdom,  or  thy  truth.    Not  mad, 
"Thou  art  not  wise— if  wise,  thou  speak't  not 

truth. 

"  And  sooth  to  say,  thy  dress  of  vanity, 
"  Thy  looks  of  wildness,  and  thy  air  assur'd, 
"  Where  one  who  knew  propriety  would  feel 
"  Disturbance — this  abrupt  intrusion,  which 
"Nor  leave,  nor  introduction,  nor  acquaintance 
"  Doth  justify— approve  thee  void  of  truth, 
"  Unwise,  or  mad  ! — if  none  of  these,  a  man 
"Of  cloddish  nature,  base  and  ignorant ! 
"Sir  Val.  Oh!  say  not  cloddish  nature !  Say  not 

base 

"  Nor  ignorant !    It  is  the  dignity 
"  Of  man,  that  the  bright  stars  do  tempt  his  mind 
"  To  scan  the  empyrean  where  they  sit, 
' '  Plac'd  infinite  beyond  terrestrial  reach, 
"  And  scan  their  uses  and  their  essences,— 
"  High  argument  of  his  affinity 
"  To  him  that  made  them,  and  the  immortal  light 
"  That  shall  outlast  this  filmy  shadowy  sphere 
"  Whereon  they  look  and  smile  !    'Twas  told  to  me 
"  That  thon  wast  perfect  fair— I  doubted  that, 
"  For  I  had  found,  rnethought,  the  paragon 
"  Of  beauty's  wealth  in  woman  !  then  'twas  said 
"  That  thon  wast  wise — I  wish'd  theo  that,  for  still, 
"  Tho"  oft  at  fault,  in  noble  house  I  have  lodg'd 
' '  Noble  inhabitant !  'twas  said  again 
"'  That  thon  wast  good — then  I  believ'd  thee  wise, 
'  For  wisdom  should  bear  goodness  or  no  fruit ! 
'  And,  good  and  wise,  believ'd  thee  faiiv;;t  too, 
'  And  coveted !     Nor  come  I  without  leave — 
'  Thy  simple  life  eschewing  worldly  for;us, 
'  Was  pledge  for  leave !     Nor  lack  I  introduction 
'  That  honest  errand  bring  to  vouch  for  me. 
'Nor,  least  of  all,  acquaintance — I  have  known 

thee 

'  Since  matnr'd  thought,  my  nature's  fondest  wish 
'  Informing,  told  it  loveliness  of  soul, 
'  Yet  more  than  body,  doth  belong  to  woman, 
'  And,  therewith  when  abiding,  doth  make  up 
'  The  highest  sum  that  earthly  happiness. 
'  Amounts  to— nearest  what  we  hope  in  heaven." 

Hero.  Friend,  dost  thou  know  thon  talkest  to  a 
worm  ? 

Sir  Val.    A  worm  ? 
Hero.  A  mite  ? 
Sir  Val.  A  mite  ? 
Hero.  Nor  yet  a  mite — 
A  congregate  of  evils,  whereunto 
The  worm  and  mite  are  strangers ! 
Sir  Val.  Evils  ! 
Hero.  Know'st  not  beauty  is. 
"That  beauty  will  take  cold  ?  will  have  the  tootb 

ache? 

"  Will  catch  a  fever  ? — that  its  poachy  cheek 
"  Will  canker  in  a  night  ?— that  its  sweet  lips, 
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"  Palace  of  smiles,  spasm  doth  compel  to  change 

"Their garish  tenants  for  uncouth  contortions  ? 

"  That  its  fair  dress  of  pride— its  velvet  skin— 

•'  Humours  will  spot,  discolour  ? — that,  in  brief, 

"  It "  is  a  thing  in  value  vanishing 

As  fickle  merchandise,  which  rates  to-day 

Enormously — the  next,  may  go  a  begging  ? 

And,  worse  than  all,  that  its  chief  merit  lies 

In  wishing,  not  possessing  ? — coveted, 

Of  purchase  measureless — obtain'd,  worth  nothing  ? 

Sir  Vol.  Thou  mean'stthe  beauty  that  but  meets 
the  eye  ? 

Hero.  I  mean  the  beauty  thou  alone  dost  see, 
"  And  prov'st  thou  only  see'st.    Why  what  pains 
"  Thou  takest  with  a  common  piece  of  clay 
"  To  set  it  oif !  a  fine  account  to  turn 
"  The  bow  of  God  to — meant  for  spiritual, 
"  And  not  corporeal  use — with  divers  tints 
•'  To  clothe  thy  body !  besides  lading  it 
"  With  the  mind's    produce — gems  and  metals — 

proof 

"  Far  more  without  concerns  thee  than  within ! 
"  Oh !  that  a  nature  of  immortal  reach. 
"  Should  house  its  aspirations  in  a  crib 
"  Like  this  poor  tiny  world  !  and,  taught  to  look 
"  Above  the  coronets  of  the  fair  stars, 
*'  Go  proud  with  grains  of  dust  and  gossamer. 
"  The  property  of  things  inferior  to  him, 
"As  motes  unto  the  sun!"    But   I   forget — thy 
errand  ? 

Sir  Vol.  Love  I 

Hero.  'Tis  clear,  thou'rt  mad !    What !  love 
Whom  thou  did'st  never  see  ? 

Sir  Vol.  Nay,  pardon  me, 
"  And  let  thy  patience  lend  me  audience,  while 
"  I  show  thee  my  credentials,  on  the  faith 
•'  Of  which  I  come."    I  have  seen  thee  very  oft — 

Hero.  Stark  mad ! 

Sir  Vol.  Nay,  rational — as  rational 
As  reason  in  its  sober'st,  perfect  mood — 
Held  converse  with  thee,  countless  times. 

Hero.  Broke  loose 
From  Bedlam ! 

"  Sir  Vol.  Walk'd  and  sat  with  thee— 

"  Hero.  I  trust 
"  Thy  keeper  is  at  hand ! 

"  Sir  Vol.  He  came  with  me. 

"Hero.  Where  is  he? 

"  Sir  Vol.  Here,  altho'  thou  see'st  him  not. 
"My  keeper's  Love.     I  have  woo'd  thee   for   a 
month!" 

Hero.  Hoa!  help! 

"  Sir  Vol.  Be  not  alarm'd." 

Hero.  Nay,  touch  me  not ! 
When  did'st  thou  break  thy  chains  ? 

Sir  FaL  I  wear  them  yet ; 
The  subtle  ones  that  self -same  beauty  forg'd, 
Which  now  I  look  upon — most  gorgeous  dress, 
But  by  another  worn. 

Hero.  Oh !  you  have  lov'd 
One  that  resembles  me. 

Sir  Val.  I  have. 

"  Hero.  'Tis  not 
"A  fit,  then? 

"  Sir  Val.  No  ;  for  fits  are  vanishing. 
6'This  is  a  mood  like  nature's,  lasts  for  life." 

Enter  CLEVER,  B. 

Clever.  Why  did'st  thou  call  ?    I  heard  thy  voice, 

in  fear. 

Hero.  All's  well,  goodObadiah. 
Clever.  Is  it  so  ? 


Then  I  may  go  again.    Young  man,  beware 

Thou  frighten'st  not  that  maiden.     We  are  meek, 

And  offer  not  offence ;  but  meeting  it, 

As  injury  will  make  the  worm  rebel, 

We  turn,  and  we  are  strong — yea,  very  strong ! 

"  Whose  wrath,  albeit  a  pebble,  hath  avail 

"  To  smite  a  giant !  "—therefore,  tempt  it  not ! 

Umphl 

[Exit,  E- 

Hero.  Thou  has  known  a  maiden  like  me  ? 

Sir  Val.  Yes ; 

I  have  lov'd  a  maid,  most  like  thee— most  unlike ; 
Without,  as  costly— but  within,  as  poor 
To  thee,  as  penury  to  affluence. 

"  Hero.  And  did'st  thon  love  and  woo  her  for  a 

month, 

"  And  a  defaulter  thus  ?    'Twas  grevious  lack 
"  Of  penetration. 

"  Sir  Val.  Nay,  'twas  specious  show 
"  That  valid  credit  won. 

"  Hero.  Thou  art  a  man 

"  Like  all  thy  worldly  class,  of  shallow  mind. 
"  Thy  heart  is  in  thine  eyes ;  what  pleaseth  them 
"  Is  sure  of  that. 

"  Sir  Val.  Nay,  I  had  then  lov'd  on." 

Hero.  What  cnr'd  thy  love  ? 

Sir  Val.  I  saw  her  dance 
Light  nature  show 

Hero.  A  dance !     Oh,  I  have  heard 
Of  such  a  thing.     An  idle  pastime.     What 
But  folly  comes  of  folly  ?    Do  you  dance  ? 

Sir  Vol.  I  do. 

Hero.  What  kind  of  a  thing  is  it  P    Come,  show 
me! 

Sir  Val.  I  pray  you  to  excuse  me. 

Hero.  Nay,  but  dance. 

Sir  Val.  I  pray  you,  ask  me  not. 

Hero.  Thou  dancest  badly  ? 

Sir  Val.  Nay,  I  have  won  some  credit  in  the 
dance. 

Hero.    Then  do  the  thing  thon  has  won  credit 

by- 
Sir  Val.  I  cannot. 

Hero.  Friend,  thou  art  asham'd  to  dance. 

Sir  Val.  Nay,  not  asham'd. 

Hero.  Then  dance ! 

Sir  Val.  'Twere  out  of  time. 
And  place. 

Hero.  What,  out  of  time  and  place,  and  to 
A  man  of  gallantry,  to  do  the  thing 
A  lady  wishes  him  ;  and  he  the  while 
On  sufferance  in  her  presence !     I  do  see ! 
Thou  art  in  a  grave  mood,  and  for  a  man  to  dance, 
And  look  like  Solomon,  I  must  suppose 
Were  more  offence  to  seriousness,  than  wear 
A  cap  and  bells.     Friend,  it  is  very  clear 
Thou  canst  not  dance,  and  look  like  a  wise  man — 
Yet  thou  did'st  woo  a  lady,  thou  did'st  say, 
And  cast  her  off,  because  she  did  not  dance 
With  gravity ! 

Sir  Vol.  She  danced  with  lightness  more 
Than  lightest  measure  warranted.     "  No  thing 
'  A  modest  woman  does— say  that  it  touches 
'  The  utmost  verge  of  license — but  that  cincture, 
'  Of  better  proof  than  zone  of  adamant, 
'  Its  holy  and  offence-repelling  fires 
'  Doth  wave  around  her,  that  the  libertine, 
'  Unwon  by  honour,  yet  is  tam'd  by  awe !" 
She  danc'dto  gladden  eyes  whose  burning  glances 
Turn  thoughts  of  honest  men  on  flashing  swords, 
On  flame  at  stains  washed  out  alone  by  blood ! 
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The  empire  of  her  oeauty  giving  prey 

To  parasites,  who  love  for  their  own  ends, 

And  by  their  homage  shame ! 

Hero.  We  have  talk'd  enough. 

Sir  Fal.  Your  pardon !    Yet  we  have  not  talk'd 

at  all— 

The  errand  yet  untold,  that  brought  me  here— 
I  would  have  leave  to  woo  thee. 

Hero.  Thou  !  a  man 
Of  the  vain  world ! 

Sir  Vol.  Nay,  of  no  world  but  thine ! 

Hero.  Thou  of  my  world !    How  com'st  thou  by 

these  gauds — 

Lace,  ribbons.,  tinsel,  trinkets,  slashes— not 
To  name  that  most  egregious  vanity 
Thou  mountest  in  thy  cap,  and  the  poor  bird 
It  was  purloin'd  from  wore  for  use,  not  show ! 
"  Rebuke  and  lesson  to  its  wiser  lord  ! 
"  There's  not  a  portion  of  thee  but  bespeaks 
"  Ransacking  of  the  earth  and  sea — and  all 
"  To  recommend  thee  unto  eyes,  whose  owners, 
"  Be  they  the  homeliest,  behold  thy  betters 
"jln  their  own  mirrors." 

Sir  Fal.  I  will  dress  to  please 
The  eyes  of  none  but  thee. 

"  Hero.  Thou  shonld'st  be  rich — 
"  Too  rich  for  modest  happiness,  and  all 
"  Beyond  is  but  the  name !     Riches  are  bars 
"  Prevent  us  enter  Heaven ;  how  then  be  doors 
*'  On  earth  to  admit  us  unto  aught  of  Heaven  ? 
"  How  many  hundreds  bring  thy  rental  in  ? 

*'  Sir  Fal.  As  many  as    make  up   a   thousand 

pounds 
"To  welcome  every  quarter. 

"  Hero.  Poor  young  man  I 
"  How  I  do  pity  thee ! 

"  Sir  Vol.  I  will  reduce 
"My  revenue. 

"  Hero.  Can'st  thou  reduce  the  wants 
"  Thy  revenue  hath  gender'd — foes  to  thee 
"  Under  the  masques  of  friends  ? 

"  Sir  Fal.  My  every  want 
"  Is  now  summ'd  up  in  one." 

Hei-o.  Hast  thou  a  title  ? 
How  art  thon  nam'd  ? 

Sir  Vol.  Sir  Lanncelot  de  Vere. 

Hero.  How  wonld'st  thou  bear  be  called  plain 

Launcelot  ? 
Thou  would' st  not  know  thyself.    We    have   no 

titles. 

Names,  being  of  themselves  no  part  of  us, 
We  only  value  as  distinguishing 
One  from  another.     Stephen,  Ephraim, 
John,  Obadiah,  Soloman,  suffice. 
"  All  adjuncts  else,  as  Misters,  Sirs,  Earls,  Dukes, 
"  We  do  regard  as  superfluities." 
Sir  Launcelot  de  Vere, !    I  neither  like 
Title  nor  Christian  name.     More  proper  far 
Would  Peter  fit— or  Mark,  or  John,  or  Luke, 
Or  Nicodemus — names  of  men  of  peace. 
"  And  sounding  passing  sweet." 

Sir  Fal.  The  name  is  mine 
Thou  givest  me. 

Hero.  So  thou  believest  now ; 
To-morrow,  thou  wilt  be  the  former  man. 
"  Nor  must  I  longer  talk  with  thee  ;  for  sweet 
"  I  own  the  proffer  of  thy  duty  comes, 
"  Although  by  me  received  mistrustingly. 
"Persist  not,  friend,  or  I  will  wholly  doubt 
"  What  half  I  would  believe  ;—  which  if  indeed 
"Thou  mean'st — and,  here,    the  frankness  of    a 
maid 


"  Doth  overshoot  her  coyness— then  can'st  prove 
"  Hath  matter  weightier  than  airy  words." 
Farewell !    What  shall  I  call  thee  ? 

Sir  Fal.  Launcelot. 

Hero.  So  soon  forgot. 

Sir  Fal.  Mark,  Obadiah,  Job, 
Peter,  or— or— I  lack  the  other  names. 

Hero.    No  matter!     These  are  grateful  as  the 

rest, 
Nor  'mongst   them   Peter   least !    What  a  sweet 

name 

Is  Peter !— I  will  call  thee  Peter,  tho' 
It  be  for  the  last  time.     (Sighs).    Farewell,  friend 
Peter. 

Sir  Fal.  Stay !    How  may  I  call  thee  ? 

Hero.  Say,  Ruth. 

Sir  Fal.  Farewell, 
Fair  Ruth ! 

Hero.  Fair  Ruth !     So  soon  forgot  again ! 
Friend  Ruth,  thou  ought'st  to  say. 

Sir  Fal.  Friend  Ruth,  farewell ! 
And  yet  another  word  1    Have  I  thy  leave 
To  come  to  thee  again  ? 

Hero.  That  must  depend 
On  how  thou  com'st. 

Sir  Fal.  Then  sure  I  come  again ! 
Friend  Ruth ! 

Hero.  Friend  Peter  ? 

Sir  Fal.  May  we  not  shake  hands  ? 

Hero.   That  must  depend  on  how  thou  shakest 
hands. 

Sir  Fal.  Why,  how  should  I  shake  hands  ? 

Hero.  Why,  soberly. 

Sir  Fal.  Then  soberly,  friend  Ruth,  shake  hands 
with  me.  (They  shake  hands.) 

Hero.  There,  that  is  long  enough  f 

Sir  Fal.  One  more  word  yet — 
Friend  Ruth,  may  I  not  kiss  thy  hand  ? 

Hero    Friend  Peter ! 

Sir  Fal.  I'll  kiss  it  soberly— yea,  soberly. 
Farewell — once  more — farewell !— -One  more. — It  is 
A  banquet  gathers  appetite. 

Enter  CLEVER,  K. 

Clever.  Young  man, 
What  do'st  thon  ? 

Sir  Fal.  Nothing. 

Clever.  Yea,  a  thing  doth  vex 
The  spirit  of  the  maiden,  and  to  mine 
Doth  give  disturbance — yea,  a  forward  thing, 

(Crosses  toe.) 

Abomination  to  tho  faithful— yea, 
Abomination. — Go ! 

(Placing  himself  between  them.). 

Sir  Fal.  Farewell ! 

Clever.  Avaunt  ! 

Such  things  become  not  eyes  like  her's  or  mine 
To  look  upon.— Avoid ! 

Sir  Fal.  Farewell !    I'll  come 
Again. 

Hero.  Then  come  with  more  discretion,  friend. 

Clever.    Thou    hear'st— avoid !      Remove    thee 

hence !     Begone ! 

Make  not  a  crook,  friend,  of  thy  body — say 
Farewell— do  nothing  more  — and  ge ! 

Sir  Fal.  Farewell ! 

Hero.  Farewell! 

[Exit  Hero,  B.     Clever  and  Fal.,  L. 

END   OF   ACT   III. 
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ACT    IV. 
SCENE  I.—TheParTc. 

Enter  LORD  ATHUNREE  and  FELTON,  R. 

Lord  Athun.    I  did  appoint  him  to  attend  me 

here. 

Behoves  my  door  and  he  be  strangers,  lest 
Our  practices  be  trac'd.    Want  dogs  him  still, 
And  fits  him  for  my  purpose,  by  the  threat 
Of  her  pernicious  tooth.    Yet  there's  a  weakness, 
I  would  he  had  not.     He  doth  love  a  child  ; 
Which  shews  his  nature  is  not  callous  all ; 
Whence  do  I  oft  times  dread  some  start  of  ruth. 
But  finds  he  out  fair  Hero's  close  retreat, 
The  meagre  knave  shall  fatten.    Soft !  he's  here- 
Well,  have  you  traced  her  ? 

Enter  LEWSON,  L. 

Lewson.  Yes  ;  she  is  at  Greenwich, 
Where  I  and  mine  do  live  and  famish. 

Lord  Athun.  Fool! 

Not  to  have  guess' d  as  much,  and  know  she  hath 
A  villa  there.     Resides  she  by  herself  ? 

Lewson.  She  does. 

Lord   Athun.    Then  is  she  mine.    Can'st  thou 

obtain 
Secret  admission  ? 

Lewson.  Easily,  my  Lord  ; 
Into  her  very  chamber,  which  doth  open 
Into  a  garden. 

Lord  Athun.  It  must  be  done  to-night. 

£0108071.  Most  strangely  is  she  chang'd. 

Lord  Athun.  How? 

Lewson.  In  her  dress, 
That's  of  the  fashion  of  that  formal  sect, 
Which  at  all  worldly  modes  exception  takes. 

Lord  Athun.   Indeed !   some  plot's  on  foot,  and 

doth  concern 

Her  quarrel  with  Sir  Valentine.    To-night, 
She  gives  me  lodging.     Stay — we  must  proceed 
With  such  exactitude,  the  sun  and  dial 
Shall  vary  soon  as  we !    I'll  write  it  down. 

(Writes.) 

'Sdeath !     I  must  change  a  word !    I'll  write  it 

o'er 

Again,  that  thpu  may'st  have  no  scratch  to  hang 
Sicnse  for  failure  on.    There.     (Gives  the  paper.) 
Be  observant 

To  the  syllable.    Away !  Thy  greatest  hire, 
For  former  service,  I  will  double  for  thee 
Succeed' st  thou  but  in  this. 

Lewson.  Misgive  not,  sir  ; 

I  ne'er  before  did  fail  you.    But,  so  please  you, 
Some  present  prompt  supply.    My  children  starve ! 
My  wife,  to  find  them  half  a  meal  a  day, 
Hath  worn  herself  to  skin  and  bone,  and  now 
Can  drag  her  limbs  no  more  to  forage  for  them. 
Their  pressing  need  relieve,  and  do  with  me 
Whate'er  thou  wilt. 

Lord  Athun.  There!  (Gives  money.) 

Lewson  All  is  noted  here, 
Behoveth  me  to  heed  ? 

Lord  Athun.  No  jot  forget. 
I  may  rely  upon  thee  ? 

Lewson.  As  on  one 
Whose  life  is  in  thy  hands.  (Goes  out.) 

Lord  Athun.  The  cards  do  turn. 

Felton.  I  pray  you,  what  intend  you  ? 

Lord  Athun.  He  obtains 


Admittance ;  I  am  on  the  watch,  without ; 
She  is  alarm'd ;  I  hear  her  cry  for  help ; 
And  to  her  rescue  naturally  come. 
I  enter  how  I  can,  and  once  within, 
Shape  as  I  may  the  rest — assured  of  this, 
She  will  accept  protection  ;  giving  which, 
I  cast  what  colour  on  the  case  I  will, 
Ensuring  payment  full. 

Fel.    Thou  art  the  prince 
Of  plotters ! 

Lord  Athun.  Thou  art  no  less  royal  there. 
So  hold  we  charge  of  one  another's  secrets, 
Neither  is  like  to  break. 

Enter  EUSTACE  and  WALSINGHAM,  L. 

Eustace.  Lord  Athunrec, 
I  do  accuse  thee  of  a  murder !  and 
Do  undertake  to  justify  myself, 
At  the  point  of  the  sword.    Hast  thou  the  courage 

to 

Abide  the  trial,  whereunto  I  now 
Demand  of  thee  thou  fixest  time  and  place, 
For  thy  defence  ?    I  do  repeat  the  charge 
And  challenge  too — thou  art  a  murderer ! 
And  I  demand  thou  pay  the  penalty, 
Which  if  I  prove  defaulter  in  exacting, 
I  am  content  to  leaguer  my  own  life. 
For  the  third  time,"!  charge  thee  with  the  deed ! 
Of  felony  more  capital  accuse  thee 
Than  ever  caitiff  on  the  scaffold  paid 
The  forfeit  of  !    A  murder  cowardly  ! 
Unparallel'd !  past  human  nature  savage ! 
Wilt  thou    confront    me  ?      Wilt   thou  ?     Can'st 
thon  ?     Dar'st  thou  ? 

Lord  Athun.  Doubt'st  thou  my  answer  prompt  as 
thy  demand  ? 

Eustace.  Give  it,  and  leave  not  room  for  ques- 
tion !    Where, 
And  when,  shall  we  the  mortal  issue  try  ? 

Lord  Athun.   To-morrow ! — Stay  ! — that  gentle- 
man thy  friend  ? 

Eustace.  He  is. 

Lord  Athun.  He  passes  then  as  voucher  for  thee. 
Yet  I'll  prevent  miscarriage  in  the  thing 
Thy  heart  so  earnestly  is  bent  upon, 
To  its  deep  cost,  I  fear.     There  !  time  and  place 
You  see  are  written  down. 

(Writes  on  the  back  of  the  paper  lie  had 
first  written  upon.) 

"  Eustace.  For  this  I  thank  you, 
"  That  I  may  thoroughly  be  quits  with  you, 
"  And  all  the  payment  on  thy  side  be  due." 

Lord  Athun.  Farewell !  Thou  art  young,  but  yet 
more  rash  than  young.         (Crosses  to  L.) 
' '  Eustace.  I  am  not  rash,  but  by  reflection  act 
"  As  I  do  now,  with  hope  my  arm  will  prove 
"  Staunch  as  my  tongue.    Thou  art  a  murderer !" 
[Lord  Athunrec  and  Felton  go  out,  L, 

Wai.  My  fellow  student !    Wonder  hitherto 
Hath  tied  my  tongue !     Has  he  a  wrong  with,thee 
To  settle  too  ? 

Eustace.  He  has !     Let's  see  what  time  and  place 
He  hath  appointed  ?    Ha !  what's  here  ? 
Oh,  Providence  is  here!      (Aside.)     A  plot  to  en- 
snare 

In  helpless  ruin  like  to  mine,  the  heart 
lu  girlhood  still  was  nearest  to  my  own. 
Then  must  I  see  thee,  Hero  !    Pride  must  now 
Give  way  to  love.    Occasion  calls  me  hence, 
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"SLvtrs  -urgent  yet  than  that  which  which  brought 

me  hither, 

Nor  must  we  go  together.    Question  not !  _ 
But  at  our  place  of  practice,  give  me  meeting 
An  hour  at  least  ere  noon 
Wai.  I  shall  not  fail. 

[Goes  out,  i. 

Eustace.   Oh,  what  a  case  is  mine,  to  wear  the 

brand 

5  never  merited !— to  be  denounced 
The  child  of  guilt,  that  am  the  daughter  free— 
Except  the  primal  all-referring  lapse— 
Of  innocence  !    'To  be  amerc'd  of  that 
The  loss  of  which  might  make  offence  a  thing 
To  be  commiserated  more  than  blam'd— 
For  nothing  !— So !— Inconstant  to  him  !— So  !— 
A  wanton !— So  !— The  frarner  of  a  lie  !— 
He  loves  me  still !     I  pardon  all  for  that  r 
For  that  his  tongue  shall  rail  at  me  again — 
Pronounce  me  faithless— liar— wanton— aught  I 
Aught  that  I  am  not,  for  the  blessed  AM 
That  still  assures  him  mine  !     Oh,  I  do  play 
A  novel  part.     A  solitary  maid, 
Herself  to  vindicate  her  injured  name  ! 
No  father,  brother,  friend,  to  plead  the  cause 
Of  her  wrong"  d  honour,  and  her  baffled  love ! 
No  champion  left  her  but  a  woman's  arm 
Back'd  by  a  woman's  heart !  —yet  trusting  these, 
And  to  just  Heaven  appealing,  resolute 
For  life  or  death  to  meet  the  mortal  strife  !  — 
But  where  is  Hero  ?    Does  thy  friend  forget  thee, 
And  thou  in  peril  ?    No !    she  flies  to  save  thee ! 

[Goes  out,  R. 


SCENE   II.— A  Roo,n  i,i  Hero's  House   at   Green 
u-ich. 

Enter  HERO,  R. 

Hero.  My  game  the  more  I  play  successfully, 
The  less  my  eagerness  to  win  it  grows. 
'Tis  all  but  mine,  and  thought  of  victory 
Sits  at  my  heart  so  heavy,  for  defeat 
To  turn  up  now  were  respite  to  me !  respite ! 
"False  gains  are  poor  possessions,  bringing  not 
"  Content— the  touchstone  of  true  happiness  ! 
"  And  yet  I  punish  him  !     For  what  ?  for  right  ? 
"  Retaliation  of  offended  wrong  ! 
'  Yet  did  he  bear  me  beyond  patience  hard. 
'  At  once  to  throw  off  my  duty  !  and  my  slave 
'  To  start  up  my  dictator,  that  ne'er  yet 
'  Met  bended  brow  of  man— in  presence  too 
'  Where  vassal  homage  had  awaited  me  ! 
'  He  should  be  made  to  bow !  and,  once  become 
'  My  thorough  captive,  spurns  for  spurning  take !" 
Yet  doth  he  raise  him,  by  those  lofty  thoughts 
He  breathes  of  zeal  and  honor  for  my  sex, 
While  I  do  sink  as  coming  short  thereof  ! 
With  this  regard  I  fail.     I  mast  see  nought 
Except  my  purpose— by  the  dread  of  loss 
Yet  to  enhance  my  value  in  his  eyes, 
Propound  my  terms,  and  to  the  issue  come 
That  shews  him  foiled,  and  me  the  conqueror ! 


Enter  CLEVER,  L. 

Clever.  Ma'am,  he  is  come ! 

Hero.  Then  shew  him  in,  "and  mind 
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"What  we  arrang'd,  touching  those   friends   of 

mine 
"  I  am  to  summon  from  the  other  room. 

[CZeuer  goes  out,  L. 

How  shall  I  struggle  thro'  the  race,  wherein 
I  gasp  at  setting  out ! 

Enter  CLEVER,  shewing  in.  SIR  VALENTINE,  L. 

Clever.  Here  is  the  man 

That  wants  to  speak  with  thee— be  careful,  tor 
I  like  his  habit  better  than  his  looks. 
He  minds  me  of  some  child  of  Satan,  who 
My  spirit  hath  offended— watch  him,  Ruth, 

(Crosses,  L.) 

And  advertise  me  if  he  troubleth  thee. 

[Goes  out,  L.  H. 

Hero.  Thy  business,  friend  ? 

"  Sir  Val.  Dost  thou  not  know  it  ? 

"Hero.  Yea! 

"  If  fits  thy  purpose,  friend,  thy  habit,  grave, 
"  And  goodly  must  it  be— what  is  its  shape  ? 
"  Instruction  or  admonishment,  or  what  ? 
'  Unfold  thee.     Be  it  righteous  and  discreet, 
"  I'll  hear  it  as  an  humble  sister  ought. 

"  Sir  Val.  Dost  thou  not  know  me  ? 

"  Hero.  Yea !  that  thon  art  one 
"  Amongst  the  faithful— but  I  know  not  who 
"  That  one  maybe." 

Sir  Val.  Not  know  me,  sister  Ruth  P 

Hero.  Oh  !  is  it  you,  friend  Peter,  come  again 
Into  a  new  man  chang'd  ! 

Sir  Val.  So  chang'd  for  thee ! 
"  My  fortune  I've  reduced.     Made  o'er  to  thee 
"  For  purposes  of  heavenly  charity  ! 

"Hero.   Made  o'er  thy  fortune?     Could  I  this 
believe  ? 

(Aside.) 

"  Sir  Val  My  thousands,  lady,  have  since  yester- 
day 

•'  To  hundreds  dwindled,  at  thy  will.     If  that 
"  Contents  thee  not,  but  still  I  seem  too  rich, 
"  Say  but  the  word,  the  hundreds  shrink  to  tens— 
"  The  tens  to  units— theso  again  to  nought, 
"  That  my  fond  love  may  win  most  rich  reward. 

' '  Hero.    I  dream'd  not  of  such  love." 


Sir  Vol.  My  title  gone. 

Hero    Thy  title  gone ! 

Sir  Val.  Had  it  been  costlier, 
More  readily  it  had  been  thrown  away, 
"  As  to  thy  wish,  whereto  it  gave  offence, 
"  A  meeter  sacrifice  !"     Plain  gentleman 
Is  all  they  rate  me  now  ;  if  that's  too  high, 
I'll  be  plain  yeoman,  for  thy  gentle  sake  ; 
If  that,  low  hind  !  aught  lady,  aught !  to  please 
The  wise  desires  are  guardians  to  thy  love ! 

"  Hero.  His  title  likewise  goao  !     I  have  o'ershot 
"My    mark!      I'll    stop!— Too    late— I    must    go 

on! — 
"  Thy  work  not  yet   complete.    Our   sect,    thou 

know'st, 

"Prohibits  marriage,  save  amongst  its  own  ; 
"  To  number  thee  with  whom  if  thou  inclin'st 
"  To  recommend  thee,  it  behoves  thee  win 
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"  Some   brother's,    sister's    word — such    arc    at 

hand — 
"  Wilt  thou  submit  thee  to  their  scrutiny  ? 

"  Sir  Vol.  At  once. 

"  Hero.  But  mind,  whate'er  they  do  remark, 
"  Thou  tak'st  in  silence — even  in  good  part. 
"  It  will  be  scandal  to  me  else,  because 
"  Of  entertaining  thee. 

"  Sir  Vol.  Thy  bidding,  law. 

(Hero  rings.) 


"Enter  CLEVER. 

*  Clever    Hath  he  misdone  ?    Am  I  to  put  him 
forth  ? 

"  Hero.  No  !  brother  Ephraim  I  wish  to  see, 
"  And  with  him  sister  Grace. 

"  Clever.  They  saw  the  man 
«'  Ascend  the  steps,  and  when  he  was  let  in, 
"  They  op'd  the  door  themselves,  and  vanished ! 
"  Thereto  advis'd  by  his  forbidding  looks. 
"  Friend  Ruth,  he's  poison  to  thee.    Yesterday 
"  I  lost  much  grace  accompanying  him 
"  From  London  unto  Greenwich,  so  he  vex'd 
"  My  spirit  by  the  lightness  of  his  gait, 
"  And  mortified  me,  as  he  drew  the  eyes 
"  Of  flaunting  damsels  on  him  !    To  reform  him 
"  Is  hopeless,  for  the  more  I  did  admonish, 
"  The  more  did  he  offend  ;  till,  scandaliz'd 
"  Beyond  endurance  e'en  of  my  meek  spirit, 
"  I  wavered  between  option  to  stand  still 
"  And  let  him  on  alone,  or  run  and  leave  him. 
"  Observe  moreover  he's  a  man  of  wrath, — 
"  Look  at  him !    He  could  eat  me  up— yea,  eat  me 
"  Like  to  a  ravening  lion  a  poor  lamb  ! 
"  Ne'er  judged  I  looks  of  man — if  inwardly 
"  He  does  not  bite  his  lips !     Be  sure  he  swears  ! 
"  Yea,    he   blasphemeth !  —  Get    him   from   thy 

doors  I 
"  Eject  him  from  them !    Into  the  highway  with 

him! 

*'  Heed  not  if  night  or  day— in  sun  or  rain— 
"  Or  lose  thy  place  among  the  faithful,  Ruth  ! 
"  Umph ! 

"  Hero.  See,  they  do  reject  thee — yea, 
"  They  do  reject  thee ! 

"  Sir  Vol.  Do  not  thou  the  same !" 
Oh,  let  me  talk  to  thee  in  my  soul's  speech- 
List  !    I  have  stak'd  my  life  on  winning  thee  ! 
Not  in  my  own  breath,  but  in  thine  I  live ; 
My  portion  in  the  sun,  the  earth,  and  all 
The  affluence  from  their  co-partneiy 
Deriv'd,  I  have  made  o'er  to  thee,  nor  now, 
Except  by  thy  vouchsafing  can  enjoy ! 
Am  I  to  live  or  die  ?     "  Nay,  think  before 
"Thou    speak'st,    and    those    fair    thoughts    to 

council  call, 

"  Yet  richer  than  the  sumptuous  palace  which 
"  They  make  their  proud    sojourn !      So  like  to 

Heaven, 

"  Hast  not  its  ruth  that  makes  us  daily  bless 
"  Its  governance  ?    Thou  hast !  and  as  thon  hast, 
"  Let  it  beam  down  its  influence  on  me, 
"And  save  thy  worshipper!"      Thon  let'st   me 

kneel- 
Sure,  then— Oh,  sure  I  do  not  kneel  in  vain. 

Hero.  Rise  up !    These  proofs  of  honest  passion 

quite 
Confound  me. 

Sir  Vol.  Hear  me !    Oh,  the  world !  the  world 
That's  made  up  of  two  hearts !    That  is  the  sun 


It  moves  aronnd  I    There  is  the  verdure !     There 
The  flower!  the  fruit!      The  spring  and  autumn 

field, 
Which  in   the   reaping   grows!    the   mine   that 

work'd, 

Accumulates  in  riches — ever  free 
From  influences  of  the  changing  stars, 
Or  aught,  save  that  which  sits  above  them  higher 
Than  they  above  the  globe  !— Come !   make  with 

me 
E'en  such  a  heavenly  world. 

Hero.  Beseech  thee,  rise ! 

Sir  Vol.  In  hope  ? 

Hero.  In  hope  !    What  did  I  say  ? 

Sir  Veil.  Thou  said'st— 

Thou  bad'st  me  rise  in  hope.     (Rises,)    Thy  heart 
is  mov'd. 

Hero.  'Tistonch'd. 

Sir  Vol.  And  nothing  more  ? 

Hero.  Perhaps  a  little. 

Sir  Vol.  How  may  I  call  that  little?    What's  its 

name— 

If  haply  of  the  kind  I'd  have  it  be, 
'Gainst  all  I've  thrown  away,  and  ten  times  more, 
I'd  set  it — Lady,  tell  me,  what's  its  name  ? 
Oh,  deal  magnanimously  with  me,  nor 
What  'tis  not  wrong  to  feel,  when  thou  dost  feel 

it, 

Believe  'tis  wrong  to  speak !    Frankly !   could'st 
love  me  ? 

Hero.  Frankly,  I  could. 

Sir  Vol.  Once  more,  be  frank — and  dost  thon  ? 

Hero.  Frankly,  I  do. 

Sir  Vol.  I  said,  "  once  more  be  frank," — 
Yet  must  I  say  once  more  be  frank  again. 

Hero.  And  if  thou  dost,  I  will  be  frank  again. 

Sir  Vol.  Wilt  take  me  for  thy  husband  ? 

Hero.  There's  my  hand—- 
If no  impediment  forbids  thee,  clasp  it. 

Sir  Vol.  None. 

Hero.  Soft— I'll  do  't !  'Twill  be  a  sweet  revenge ! 

(Aside. 

A   thought  doth  strike  me.    Thou  hast  loved  a 

damsel, 

My  likeness  it  should  seem — and  one  know  I, 
Who  to  the  vision  so  resembles  me, 
As  doth  myself,  myself  ;  nor  can  the  ear 
That  hears  us,  well  determine  which  is  which, 
In  pitch  and  tone  our  voices  so  are  one. 
The  damsel  thou  affectedst,  may  be  she— 
Her  name  is  Hero  Sutton. 

Sir  Vol.  'Tis  the  same. 

Hero.  Another  thought  doth  strike  me.    Is  the 

name 

Thou  gav'st  to  me,  thy  real  one  ?    Alas  ! 
Thy  colour  mounteth  !     It  is  clear  !     Thou  art 
Sir  Valentine  de  Grey  ?    Alas !  alas ! 
Yovtr  leave  to  be  alone. 

Sir  Vol.  Are  you  not  well  ? 

Hero.  Oh,  yes  j  I'm  very  well.    Good  e'en !  Quite 

Well  as  a  woman  can  be  when  she  finds, 
Too  late,  she  rashly  gave  her  heart  away, 
To  one,  whose  value  for  the  gift  will  be, 
Soon  as  he  proves  'tis  his,  to  bid  her  keep  it.    j 

Sir  Vol.  To  bid  her  keep  it! 

Hero.  As  Hero  Sntton  rues  ! 

Sir  Vol.  She  never  gave. 
Her  heart  to  me. 

Hero.  She  did !  you  know  not  when 
A  woman  gives  away  her  heart !  at  times 


WOMAN 

She  knows  it  not  herself.    Insensibly 

It  goes  from  her  !     She  thinks  she  hath  it  still— 

If  she  reflects—  while  smoothly  runs  the  course 

Of  wooing  ;  but  if  haply  comes  a  check  — 

An  irrecoverable  —  final  one  — 

Aghast  —  forlorn  —  she  stands,  to  find  it  lost, 

And  with  it,  all  the  world  ! 

Sir  Fal.  No  maid  could  love, 
And  act  as  she. 

Hero.  How  did  she  act  ? 

Sir  Fal.  I  told  thee. 

She  danc'd  to  please  a  libertine,  and  pain 
A  man  of  honour,  who  did  worship  her. 

Hero.  She  danc'd  to  please  no  man  but  thee. 

Your  eyes 

She  thought  upon  her,  did  alone  inspire  her 
In  th  emeasure.    Thorough  conquest  of  the  heart 
She  thought  was  all  but  her's,  she  hop'd  to  make  ; 
And  so,  with  all  her  soul  endeavouring, 
Did  lose  it  all,  and  with  it  all  herself  ! 

Sir  Vol.  If  she  had  told  me  this  - 

Hero.  If  she  had  told! 
When  ?  pray  thee,  where  ?  or  how  ?—  did'st  name  a 
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Or  time,  to  hear  her  vindicate  herself  ? 

Did'st  even  hint  it  to  her  ?    In  a  breath, 

You   doubted,   tried,   condemn'd,  and  sentenc'd; 

nor 

'Fore  witnesses  did'st  pity  her  to  spare  her  ! 
They  should  beware,  who  charges  lay  in  love, 
On  solid  grounds  they  make  them!  for  there  are 

hearts 
So  proudly  fond,  that,  wrong  them  here,  they  11 

break 

Or  ever  they  will  stoop  to  right  themselves. 
Much  such  a  one  is  her's  ;  and  yet,  with  all 
Her  pride  —  for  strong  as  that,  more  strong  her 

love  — 

She  trusts  to  win  thee  still. 
Sir  Fal.  She  gave  me  up,  without  a  sigh  or  word. 
Hero.  So  had  I  given  thee  up,  had  I  been  she  — 
And  I  do  love  thee. 
Sir  Fal.  See  me  at  thy  feet. 
Hero.  I  can't,  with  thought  how  thou  hast  knelt 

at  her's. 

Sir  Fal.  Nay,  hear  me,  but  in  pity. 
"  Hero.  She  in  pity 

"  Did  hear  thee  !     Much  it  profited  her  '—much  ! 
"  She  now,  it  seems,  may  sue  ! 

"  Sir  Fal.  I  swear  to  thee 
"  Eternal  constancy  ! 
"  Hero.  Thy  witnesses,  thy  oaths  to  her  ! 
Sir  Fal.  Where  are  the  smiles  just  now 
Did  beam  upon  me  ? 
Hero.  Quenched  by  Hero's  tears. 
Sir  Fal.  By  Hero's  tears  !      She  never  wept  for 

me! 
Hero.  She  show'd  thee  not  her  tears  ;  but  what 

of  that  ? 

Her  eyes  might  pour,  and  thou  not  see  a  drop. 
I  know  they  did  so. 
Sir  Fal.  Let  me  hold  thy  hand. 
Hero.  Never,  till  her,  thou  hast  wrong'd,  thou 

offerest 
To  right.    The   world   return   to,  thou  would  st 

Quit 

It  seems  for  me.    Resume  its  habit  ;  hie 
To  Hero  Button's,  whom  I  will  advise 
To  look  for  thee  to-morrow  eve.    Repeat 
What  I  have  said  to  thee.    If  she  denies 
What  I  aver,  be  free  to  come  to  me, 
And  welcome  too  !    If  she  acknowledges, 
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The  hand  of  her,  whose  heart  thon  hast  purloin'd, 
Behoves  thee  ask  and  take. 

Sir  Fal.  Yet  hear  me. 

Hero.  Nay! 
These  are  the  terms  on  which  we  break  or  meet. 

Sir  Fal.  If  she  rejects  me  ? 

Hero.  Then  will  Ruth  be  thine. 

Sir  Fal.  If  she  accepts  me  ? 

Hero.  Then  still  thine— She  dies  ! 

[They   go   out  severally,    Sir  Fal.   L., 
Hero  B. 


SCENE  III.— An  Ante-Room  leading  into  Hero's 
Chamber  in  the  same  House. 


Enter  LEWSON  from,  the  Window  in  F.  L.  H. 

Lewson.    Safe!    Safe!— all    silent     "What  has 

tnrn'd  my  feet 

"  From  flesh  to  lead  ?    My  body,  which  to  bear 
"  Their  function  is,  doth  seem  to  drag  them  on. 
" I  wont  not  thus  to  feel."     Ferrying  across 
From  Limehouse  now,  I  sav'd  a  drowning  man. 
Twice  had  he  sunk  in  sight  of  his  young  brood, 
That  with  their  dam  kept  fluttering  on  the  shore. 
How  they  did  bless  me  !  "  while  the  standers  by 
"  Did  echo  them,  and  to  inquirers  say, 
"  That  asked  who  sav'd  him,  *  Yonder's  the  good 

man !' 

"  And  I  afoot  to  do  an  evil  act  !" 
Another  should  have  sav'd  him !     Let  it  pass ! 
Is  this  her  chamber  ?    No,  her  dressing-room. 
"Ay,  here's  her  woman's  gear.     What  holds  this 

case? 

"  Her  paint,  I'll  warrant — her  cosmetics — aught] 
"  To  give  another  skin  ;  they're  ne'er  content 
'•  With  nature's ;  patches,  perfumes,  dentifrice!" 
A  book  ?— I'll  wager  one  she  durst  not  show ! 
A  Bible  !    Umph !  Strange  reading  that,  methinks, 
For  a  fine  lady.    Here's  a  leaf  turn'd  down ; 
What  says  the  place  ?    It  seems  to  talk  to  me ! 
I'll  read  no  further !     So— what  have  we  here  ? 
Her  letters !     Excellent !     "  Her  letters !— now 
"  To  see  how  they  can  look  and  talk  the  saint, 
"  And  play  the  sinner  still."    A  hundred  pounds, ; 
The  first  is  an  amour ! — A  wretch's  prayer 
For  help— herself  and  children  without  food 
For  two  whole  days!   "What,  baggage!   beg  ere 

rob? 

"  Wait  for  a  thaw,  and  see  thy  little  ones 
"  Congeal    to  death   i'  the  icy  world !— with  the 

thought 

"  I  have  a  feeling  how  the  tiger's  fangs 
"  Rend  for  her  cubs  a  meal ! — What  alms  did'st 

hope 

"  Her  ladyship  would  give  ? — What  would  suffice 
"  The  dressing  of  her  gown  she  wears  a  night 
"  And  casts  aside  for  foul !"    What's  here— is  this 
Her  answer — or  the  copy  on't  ?    Indeed  ? 
Ay,  when  she  gives  she  gives !     She  seems  to  think 
That  poverty,  like  plenty,  is  made  up 
Of  flesh  and  blood.    There's  food  for  dam  and 

whelps 

For  a  whole  week.    The  letter's  to  my  wife  ! 
She  din'd  to-day— fall  to  't— fall  to  't— thy  brood 
May  gorge  them  now  !     Methinks  I  see  them  feed ! 
Heaven  bless  her  I— What !    Heaven  bless  her,  did 

I  say? 
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Then,  what  do  I  do  here  ?    No  more  of  this. 

I've  work  to  do,  chimes  not  with  thoughts  like 

these. 
No  more  on't.    Footsteps !— so— beast  to  thy  lair. 

(Conceals  himself,  L.  H.) 


Enter  HERO,  R.,  she  goes  to  the  window,  and  looks 
out,  L.  F. 

Hero.  Whether  mine  eye  with  a  new  spirit  sees, 
Or  nature  is  grown  lovelier,  I  know  not ; 
But  ne,er,  methinks,  was  sunset  half  so  sweet ! 
He's  down,  and  yet  his  glory  still  appears, 
Like  to  the  memory  of  a  well-spent  life, 
That's  golden  to  the  last,  and  when  'tis  o'er, 
Shines  in  the  witnesses  it  leaves  behind. 
'  They  say,  a  ruddy  sunset  a  fair  day ! 
'  Oh !  may  it  be  a  day  without  a  cloud, 
'  Which  of  my  fate  doth  see  the  clearing  up  j 
'  That  I  may  quote  it  ever  as  a  sign 
'  Of  sincere  fortune,  often  as  I  say 
'  Was  ever  day  so  bright !     How  calm  is  all— 
'  How  calm  am  I ! — Would  every  breast  I  knew 
'  Did  lodge  a  heart  as  tranquil. — There  was  one — 
'  A  most  strange  history !     Is  she  alive, 
'Or  dead?"  (Eustace  appears  at  the  ivindow.)  Who's 

there  ? 

Eustace.  (Entering.)  A  friend! 
Hero.  Help! 
Eustace.  Hush  !  I  coma 
For  safety ! 
Hero.  To  thyself  ,J 
Eustace.  To  thee.    Look  here, — 
Lest  I  should  miss  thee,  I  prepared  this  scroll. 
More  brief  'twill  tell  my  errand,  than  my  tongue 
Could  do't. 

Hero  (Beads).  Lord  Athunreo !— This  very  night ! 
My  house  beset — myself  by  force  abstracted ! 
Eustace.  If  thon  hast  kindred  in  the  neighbour- 

hood, 

Or  friend  thon  can'st  rely  upon,  forthwith 
Of  thy  immediate  danger  caution  them 
By  hands  you  can  confide  in — for  my  pains, 
I  pray  yon  pay  me  with  the  only  audience 
Of  some  poor  moments,  when  I'll  take  my  leave. 
Hero.  (To  herself.)  I  need  not  fear  him!    On  his 

o'ercast  brow 
'Tis  grief,  not   guilt,   that  lowers.      A  minute's 

patience, 
I  shall  rejoin  you. 

[Goes  out,  n. 


Eustace.  Thou  art  happy,  Hero, 
And    she  that   loves  thee,    weeps — but  not  that 

thou 

Art  happy.    Thy  fair  fortune  is  the  likeness 
Of  what  was  once  my  own  !     It  is  a  face 
Reminds  me  of  a  valued  friend  that's  gone, 
And  which  I  bless,  the  while  it  makes  me  weep ! 

Hero.  (Re-entering.)  What  you  advis'd  I've  done 
—and  now  your  pleasure  ? 

Eustace.  Have  I  your  leave,  I'll  sit.    I've  used 

some  haste — 

And  somewhat  out  of  breath— I  thank  you !     So, 
Pray  you  be  seated,  too.     You've  had  your  share 
Of  friends  ?— Your  'haviour  of  the  winning  kind, 
That  goodness  sweetens !— you  are  frank— you  love 
Another's  weal  more  than  you  envy  it— 


And  such  a  one  makes  friends.      'Mon^st 

you've  found 
You  surely  some  do  miss,  else  was  your  fate 
Past  earthly  blessing  happy  ? 
Hero.  I've  lost  friends. 
«'  Eustace.  By— death  ? 
"  Hero.  By  death. 
"  Eustace.  And  any  by  misfortune  ? 
"Hero.  No,  not  any. 
"  Eustace.  (Rising.)  What !— not  one  ? 
"  Good  night ! 

"  Hero.  What  mean  you  ?    Do  you  take  me  for 
"  A  season  friend,  no  stauncher  than  the  bird 
'  The  sun  doth  tell  his  time  to  come  and  go, 
"  And's  with   us  when   'tis    summer  ?     Oh,  you 

wrong  me ! 

"  What !  I  to  love,  as  doth  that  summer  bird 
"  The  land  he  makes  his  gay  sojourning  in, 
"  My  friend,  because  'tis  leaf  and  blossom  time ! 
"  Indeed,  you  wrong  me !     Knew  I  at  this  moment 
"  A  cheek  I  lov'd,  was  beggar'd  of  its  smiles— 
"  Not  one  left  to  it — I  swear  to  thee  the  next — 
If  back'd  my  power  my  will— before  the  next, 
"My  own  should  be   its   neighbour.      Oh,   how 

much 
"  You  wrong  me  !" 

Eustace.  "  Glad  I  am  I've  done  thee  wrong— 
"  In  sooth,  I  am— and  yet  I  wrong'd  thee  not, 
"I    only   miss'd  thy    meaning!'''      Had'st  not  ;i 

friend 
Misfortune  lost  thee  ? — not  that  thou  shunn'dst 

her, 

But  that  her  heavy  and  most  strange  affliction 
To  thee  and  all  her  sex  forbad  her  access  ? 
Hero.  A  friend  ?    a  sister !      What  a  fate  wan 

her's ! 

Of  all  I  valued,  she  the  beincr  was 
I  least  could  measure  worth  with.     Of  all  grace 
The  pattern  was  she— person,  features,  mind, 
Heart,  everything,  as  nature  had  essay'd 
To  frame  a  work  which  none  might  find  a  flaw  in ! 
And  yet  'tis  said,  she  fell,  and  if  she  did, 
Let  none  be  sure  they'll  stand!      She   couldn't 

fall! 

There's  such  a  thing  as  purity  on  earth, 
And  if  she  fell  there  could  be  no  such  thing ! 
She  didn't  fall ! — no  !  no  ! — "  I  knew  her,  or 
"  I  never  knew  myself !     Virtue  with  her 
"  Was  not  a  lesson  we  must  con  before 
"  'Tis  learn'd  by  heart ;  it  was  a  portion  of  her, 
"  Much  as  her  stature,  feature,  limb,  or  shape, 
"  Which,  saving  nature's,  hand  did  never  give." 
She   has    been    outrag'd,    slandered— aught — btt 

lost! 

She  could  not  fall— she  did  not— could  not  fall ! 
What  ails  thee  ? 

Eustace.  He  that  sets  a  banquet  down 
To  famish'd  lips,  serves  poison  and  not  meat, 
For,  ten  to  one,  the  greedy  guest  doth  die. 
Yet  doth  he  bless  the  host,  as  I  bless  thee, 
That  spread'st  for  me  this  feast ! 
Hero.  This  feast !     What  feast  ? 
Move  not  thy  lips  thus  impotently,  or 
I'll   think  thou  diest  indeed!     What  feast  do'st 

mean  ? 
Is't  one  the  heart  makes  ?     'Tis — thiue  eyes  do 

talk 
Language    'twould    tax    a   hundred    tongues    to 

speak ! 
In  wonder's  name,  who  art  thon  ?    Say  thon'ri 

not 
What  thou  dost  seem,  I'll  thee  tell  who  thou  art 
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Could    I   not    do't?— Could    I    not?— Helen?— 

What? 

Well?    Am  I  right?    If  ever  thou  did'st  lodge 
A  treasure  in  this  breast,  ne'er  fear  to  claim  it ! 
'Tis    safe— whole— whole— demand    it— take    it- 
Come— 

'Tis  thine  as  e'er  it  was  !— Well  ? 
Eustace.  (Speaking  as  Helen.)  Hero! 
Hero.  Nay, 
I'll  bring  it  to  thee,  then!    That's  right — weep 

on! 
My  sweet !  my  dear !  my  poor !  my  wrong' d  one — 

yes, 
Wrong' d — wrong'd — I  say't  again  !    Thou  need'st 

not  speak, 

Thou  hast  not  strength — thou'lt  sleep  with  me  to- 
night ?— 
To-morrow  for  thy  story. 

Helen.  Nay,  to  night. 
I'm  more  myself  again ! — Let  it  be  so — 
Sit  down  awhile.    How  hast  thou  been,  my  Hero  ? 
Hero.  Well,  sweet,  most  well. 
Helen.  Now  by  the  love 
Thou  bear'st  me,  interrupt  me  not,  but  hear 
My  story  out.     Thou  hast  been  told,  that  from 
A  roof  which  shelters  aught  but  innocence, 
In  company  with  one,  whom  innocence 
That  would   be  safe  should  shun,  i'  the  face  of 

day, 

Thy  friend  was  seen  to  issue.    Thither  by 
A  forged  tale  of  misery  alone 
She  was  decoyed — exposed  to  outrage  there — 
Rescued  by  him — by  him  conducted  thence, 
Met  in  the  street  ere  well  her  foot  had  left 
The  threshold — countenance  refused  her  tale 
By  him  that  sole  could  vouch  its  truth — by  "him 
Her  tale  discredited,  whose  credence  was 
Life  !  happiness  !  all  but  honour !     In  a  word, 
Her  virtue  blasted,  that  had  ne'er  known  blight — 
Denounced  as  canker 'd — rotten — that  was  sound 
As  thy  own,  Hero — ay,  as  thy  own ! 
Hero.  I  know't. 
Helen.  You  know't?     Alas,  you  know  it  not — 

you  think  it- 
Think  it  in  the  teeth  of  damning  fact.    It  is 
Your  love — your  charity.    An  alms — an  alms- 
Is  all  that  friends  so  kind  as  even  thpu, 
Can  render  now  to  me — yet,  I'll  be  righted ! 
But  fare-thee-well— 'tis  late  ? 
Hero.  You'll  stay  with  me  ? 
"  Helen.    What !   let  me  press  thy  pure  sheets, 

Hero,  with 
"  A  tainted  name  ?    How  I  have  wrong'd  thee  !— 

Would'st 

'  Believe't  ?    I  once  came  to  thy  door — but  there 
'  I  stopp'd.    I  was  not  wont  to  ask  for  leave 
'  To  enter  it,  and  I  must  ask  for't  now  ! 
'  I  left  thy  door  again— the  certainty 
'  To  see  it  never  ope'  thy  friend  preierr'd 
'  To  but  the  chance  to  see  it  shut  upon  her. 
"  Hero.  To  but  the  chance  to  see  it  shut  upon 

thee! 

'  What  warrant  ever  gave  I  for  such  chance  ? 
'  Oh !  had  it  wider,  free'r  ope'd  than  ever, 
'  It  only  had  anticipated  what 
'Its  mistress'  arms  had   done— what    now  they 

do!" 

You  shall  not  leave— nay,  in  sooth  you  shall  not ! 
Helen   In  this   attire,  think,  should  I  here  be 

seen— 

Hero.  I'll  think  of  nought,  but  that  thou  here 
art  now, 


But  that  thou  here  shall  stay.     Thou,  can'st  be 

gone 

At  dawn.    Thou  know'st  a  thousand  things  I  have 
To  ask  of  thee — how  we  shall  meet  again — 
Where  I  shall  find  thee — what  thy  projects  are — 
Deny  me  not,  I  pray  thee !     'Twill  but  make 
The  greater  beggar  of  me— Come  !  you  can, 
You  must — yoa  will — this  is  my  chamber — come  I 

[They  go  out,  K. 

Lewson.  (Entering  in  disorder.)   I    cannot  do't! 

Heaven's  on  the  watch  against  it  1 
'Tis  said  it  guards  the  good,  and  if  it  does, 
Its  spirits  sure  are  here — they  are ! — or  why 
This  fearful  awe  come  over  me  ?    "I  feel 
"  As  eyes  were  on  me,  that  I  cannot  see — 
"  Above  me  lips  that 'speak,  but  are  unheard — 
"  And  hands  that  have  a  thousand  thousand  times 
"  The  power  of  flesh  and  blood,  yet  lack  the  bulk 
"  Of  air !"    Heaven  will  not  have  it  be — it  sets 
Before  mine  eyes,  the  fruit  of  what  I've  done— 
To  warn  me  back  from  what  I've  come  to  do. 
That  hapless  maiden  owes  her  iujur'd  name 
To  me !     I  was  the  instrument  to  ruin  her ! 
To  fix  on  her  the  wanton's  brand,  that  ne'er 
In  thought  it  seems  did  know  the  wanton's  stain. 
To  damn  in  this  world,  what  i'  the  next  is  blest  J 
Oh  !  heavy  sin — Go,  sin  no  more !     How's  this  ? 
Go,  sin  no  more  !     So  said  the  book  to  me. 
Then  Heaven  doth  care  for  sinners,  it  should  seem ! 
A  blessed  book !    I'll  go  and  sin  no  more  ! 

(Clod;  clrimes) 

The  chime  !  It  lacks  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
The  very  clock  doth  watch  me.     Was't  the  hour, 
They'd  have  me  in  their  fearful  toils  again  ! 
Away  !  away !  speed  feet,  while  ye  are  free, 
Softly  and  swift— the  minutes  fly !  away! 


[Exit.  w.  P. 


END  OF  ACT  IV. 


ACT  V. 


SCENE  I.— Hero's  Town  House. 

Enter  SIR  WILLIAM  BUTTON  and  EMILY,  L.  H. 

Sir  Wil.  What  ?    Helen   Mowbray  come  to  Ufa 

again  ? 

Emily.  'Tis  even  so  ;  and  metamorphos'd  as 
You  ne'er  would  dream.    But  pray  you,  use  des- 
patch. 

On  the  reverse  o'  this  she  gave  your  niece, 
And  which  unthinkingly  no  doubt  was  given 
To  her,  'tis  clear  some  mortal  work's  on  hand — 
For  here  are  time,  and  place,  and  weapon  nam'd, 
Upon  the  part  of  base  Lord  Athunree. 
Sir  Wil.  (Eings  thebell.    Enter  Servant,  R.)  Hark, 
Take  charge  of  this,  Sir !   and  have  it 
straight 

Put  in  execution  by  the  chief 
0'  the  city  officers— look  to  it  well ! 

[Exit  Servant,  r. 

And  now,  what  means  this  full  assembly  call'tl 
Of  friends  and  relatives,  to  feast  with  Hero  ? 
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Emily.  I  must  not  tell— but  guess. 

Sir  Wil.  I  cannot  guess 
The  shapes  particular  of  women's  fancies, 
Especially  in  one  of  Hero's  vein. 
Retains  she  her  disguise  ? 

Emily.  No  ;  casts  it  off — 
And  with  it,  habit  more  a  part  of  her. 
She  is  chang'd  beyond  belief. 

Sir  Wil.  Not  my  belief, 
When  I  do  see  it. 

Emily.  I  must  hie  to  her, 
And  set  her  mind  at  rest  on  this  affair, 
Touching  her    friend,   which  chance  revealed  to 

her, 

In  time,  I  trust,  the  issue  to  prevent. 
You  have  given  order  they  be  hither  brought  ? 

Sir  Wil.  I  have.    Where's  Hero  ? 

Emily.  In  the  library, 

In  earnest  converse  still  with  that  strange  man, 
Who  prayed  an  audience  with  her,  and,  I  think, 
Brought  news  that  has  surpris'd  her.  Dinner 

time 
Will  see  an  end,  and  clearing  up  of  all. 

[They  go  out  severally— Sir  Wil.  R.,  Emily,  L. 


SCENE  II.— The  outskirts  of  London. 

Enter  WALSINGHAM  and  HELEN  (still  in  the 
disguise  of  Eustace,)  R.  H.  u.  E. 

Wai.  (R.)  Not  yet  arrived ! 

Helen.  (L.)  'Tis  'fore  the  time. 

Wai.  How  feel  you  ? 

Helen.  Collected,  and  myself. 

Wai.  You  look  so.     "  Clear 
"  Your  'haviour,  as  this  day  of  trial  only 
"The  ordinary  mate  of  yesterday, 
"You'll  win! 

Helen.  "  I  shall !— I  am  resolv'd  to  win. 

"  Wai.  Shew  me  thy  sword. 

**  Helen.  I  cannot  draw  it,  but 
"  My  life  must  follow. 

"  Wai.  How  ? 

"  Helen.  It  is  my  heart— 

"  This  which  I  wear,  is  nothing.    Call  it  steel, 
"  'Tis  steel ! — a  straw,  it  even  is  a  straw ! 
"  Its  stamina  not  lodging  in  itself, 
"  But  in  the  use  that's  made  on't." 

Wai.  This  is  calm, 
Upon  the  eve  of  combat. 

"Helen.  Walsingham, 
"  There  is  a  kind  of  nature  that  clears  up 
"  The  instant  it  confronts  a  trying  thing. 
"  In  common  evils,  hesitates  and  fears  ; 
"  In  ills  of  moment,  shows  sedate  resolve. 

"  Wai.    Why   that   is  woman's  proper   contra- 
diction. 

"  Helen.  It  passes  for  't ;  but  sometimes  'bides  in 

man, 

"  Not  therein  less  of  his  high  caste  deserving, 
*'Tho'  so  resembling  woman !    Think'st  not  so  ? 

"  Wai.  Assuredly. 

"  Helen.  You  see  this  mood  is  mine, 
"  Nor  was  I  on  my  guard  to  let  it  out — 
"  'Twill  lose  me  credit  with  you.     Best  have  pass'd 
"For  Sir  Redoubtable  any  day  o'  the  year ! 
"  You  more  had  thought  of  me. 

"Wai.  No!" 

Helen.  You  say  I  am  calm  ? 
I  am  so— that  is,  as  to  the  issue  of 


This  mortal  meeting— for  'tis  mortal!— but 
I  have  a  trouble,  and — wilt  thou  believe  me  ? 
'Tis  touching  thee  !— It  grieves  me,  Walsingham, 
To  leave  thee  an  abused  man  behind  me  ! 
What  thou  didst  tell  me  I  have  ponder' d  well, 
And  thereon  founded  arguments,  uiethinks, 
More  solid  than  I  urg'd  on  you  before. 
They  are  here — your  poor  friend's  legacy  to  you: 

(Gives  a  paper.) 

Stop  ! — you're  about  to  speak — don't  speak  as  yet. 
If  I  should  fall,  you  pledge  your  gentle  word, 
My  body  you  will  have  direct  couvey'd 
Unto  the  lady's  I  have  herein  nam'd, 

(Gires  anot7ier  paper.) 

Deliver 'd  to  her  custody— her  own  ? 

Nor  until  then,  one  fast'niug,  fold,  loop,  thread 

O'  the  vesture,  thou  wilt  suffer  be  distnrb'd — 

"  No,  not  to  search,  or  probe,  or  staunch  a  wound, 

"  Or  settle  if  indeed  alive  or  dead, 

"  Or  anything ! "    To  this,  thon  pledgest  thee  ? 

Wai.  Dear  boy,  I  do  ! 

Helen.  Another  thing — 

Wai.  What  is't  ? 

Thou  pausest,  as  in  doubt  I'll  grant  it  thee. 
Whate'er  it  be,  I'll  swear  to  dolt. 

Helen.  Ha! 

Then  thou  dost  set  my  heart  indeed  at  rest ! 
Mind,  thou  hast  sworn  to  do't.     Revenge  me  not ! 
That  comprehendeth  all !     Don't  speak  again, 
Till  I  have  done,  quite  done.    Thon  lovest  me  ? 

Wai.  I  do. 

Helen.  How  much  ? 

Wai.  As  never  man  before  ? 

Helen.  Speak  not  of  love  gone  by,  but  present 

love. 
With  those  thou  lovest  now,  how  rates  thy  love  ? 

Wai.  As  first ! 

Helen.  As  first  of  all  ? 

Wai.  Of  all! 

Helen.  All  friends  ? 
Not  one  before  me  ? 

Wai.  No! 

Helen.  Not  one? 

Wai.  Not  one. 

Helen.  And  all  love  told  ? 

Wai.  All  love,  but  love  itself. 

Helen.  Shake  hands !— We'll  say  good  bye  before 

they  come, 

Lest  there  arrive  occasion,  and  no  time ! 
Good  bye ! — Oh,  happy  women,  that  are  friends! 
They  inay  embrace — men  cannot  do  so. 

Wai.  Yes, 
When  they  are  brothers. 

Helen.  Feel'st  thou  as  my  brother? 
I  feel  as  I  were  thine. 

Wai,  My  boy!  my  boy  ! 

(Embracing  Helen.) 

Heaven ! — but  thou  faint' st ! 

Helen.  No  !— Are  they  coming  ?— Heaven 
Reward  thee,  for  thy  precious  love  of  me ! 
They  are  at  hand— Good  bye  ! 

Wai.  Show  me  thy  sword! 
'Tis  somewhat  longer,  I  believe,  than  mine, 
And  I  would  try  the  depth  of  yonder  stream, 
In  case  we  need  to  wade  it. 

(Goes    out,    and    returns    without   the 
sword.  L.  H.) 

It  has  slipp'd, 
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And    gone    down    to    the   bottom  !  —  Boy,    your 

quarrel's  mine  : 

To  humour  thee,  did  I  consent  to  play, 
The  second  to  thee.    Stand  aside,  with  broad 
And  lusty  breast  and  sinewy  arm,  and  see 
Thy  stripling  form  the  deadly  point  oppose 
In  the  athletic  villain's  practis'd  hand, 
Instead  of  grasping  thee  with  loving  force, 
Like  to  a  doting  father  his  boy-son, 
Or  elder  brother  his  dear  younger  one, 
Taking  thy  place,  and  swinging  thee  away  ! 
No,  boy  !     Before  thy  young  veins  part  a  drop 
Of  their  life's  streams,  my  channel  shall  run  dry  ! 

Helen.  Is  this  fair,  Walsingham  ? 

Wai.  Yet  hear  me  on  ! 
I  find  I  could  not  live  without  thee  ;  so 
Guarding  thy  life,  I  but  protect  my  own, 
That's  fair  —  that's    rational  —  that's    sound   in 

nature  ! 

Want'st  further  reason  ?—  I  will  give  it  thee— 
Thou  art  like  her  ! 

Helm.  Whom  ? 

Wai.  Boy,  hast  thou  read  my  soul  — 
Have  I  turn'd  o'er  its  every  page  to  thee— 
"  Love,  hate,  hope,  doubt,  possession,  loss,  bliss, 

pain, 
"  Contentment,  and  despair  "—and  in  each  one 


Shown  thee  one  all-pervading  cause  enwrit, 

ing  ?    Whom  could  I 
But  her  —  the  heroine  of  my  sad  story  ? 


For  nothing  ?    Whom  could  I  compare  thee  to, 


Whom  much  thou  dost  resemble  !  Hast  thou  never 

Remark'd  me  gazing  in  abstraction  on  thee, 

As  tho',  upon  perusal  of  thy  face 

While  seem'd  mine  eye  intent,  my  soul  did  pore 

Upon  some  other  thing  ?  —  I  have  done  it  ott  —  • 

Will  do  it  once  again  !     Your  eyes  are  her's, 

In  form  and  hue,  but  sunk  ;  a  darkness  too, 

Not  heavy,  yet  enough  to  make  a  cloud, 

Sits  —  not  disparagingly  tho'  —  'neath  thine  : 

Her's  were  two  starry  brilliants,  set  in  pearl  ! 

The  outline  of  the  nose  is  quite  the  same, 

But  that  of  thine  is  sharper—  'tis  thy  sex. 

The  mouth  is  very  like—  oh,  very  like  ! 

But  there's  a  touch—  a  somewhat  deep  one  too— 

Of  pensiveness.     The  cast  of  her's  was  sweetness, 

Enlooking  full  content.    The  cheek  is  not 

At  all  like  !—  'tis  high  ;  and  lank  below  ; 

And  sallow  —  not  a  dimple  in't  —  all  contrast 

To  the  rich  flower'd  and  velvet  lawn  of  her's. 

But  tho'  thou  art  not  she  entire  —  thou  art 

Enough  of  her  to  make  me  love  thee,  boy  ! 

With  such  a  brother-love,  as  brother  never, 

I  dare  be  bound,  for  brother  felt  before  ! 

"  I  spoke  not  of  thy  hair  —  it  is  a  wood 

"  Run  wild  compar'd  to  her's,  and  thrice  as  deep 

"  I'  the    shade  "—Yet,  you  are  very  like  her  !— 

quite 

Enough,  to  make  mo  pour  my  heart's  blood  out, 
As  water,  for  thy  sake  !  —  They  are  at  hand  ! 

Helen.  Then  let  me  be  at  least  thy  sword-bearer  , 
And  when  thou  need'st  the  steel,   I'll  keep  the 

sheath 

Which  in  thy  motions  would  embarrass  thee. 
Wai.  Take  it,  and  thank  thee  ! 

Enter  LORD  ATHUNREE  and  FELTON,  R. 

Lord  Athun.  We  are  late  for  you,  Sirs  ; 
But  not,  I  think,  for  time. 

Wai.  Yon  are  in  time. 

Helen.  Draw  off,  till,  with  his  second,  I  arrange 
Preliminaries—  which  I  know  are  wont, 
In  questions  of  this  kind.    What  we  decide, 


I  will  possess  you  of ;  and  then  proceed. 
Sir,  let  us  speak.    You  know  me,  principal. 
My  place,  my  second  would  perforce  usurp. 
Permit  him  not,  as  you're  a  gentleman ! 
You  see  he  is  unarm'd — your  rapier  draw, 
When  I  draw  this,  and  force  him  stand  aloof. 
You  promise  this  ? 

Fel.  I  do !     (Aside.)  It  keeps  the  odds 
Upon  our  side  ! 

Helen.  (Drawing.)  Lord  Athunree,  I  am  ready ! 

Fel.  (Drawing,  and  opposing  Walingham).  Stand 
back,  sir  !  at  your  peril ! 

Wai.  Ha!— the  boy 
Has  baffled,  and  out-witted  me ! 

(Advances.) 

Fel.  Stand  back! 

I  bar  all  interruption  to  the  game 
We  are  summon'd  here  to  play. 

Wai.  A  coward  act, 
To  draw  upon  a  naked  man ! 

Fel.  My  lord! 

Why  draw  you  not,  and  he  his  weapon  out  ? 
Proceed,  my  lord,  at  once 

Lord  Athun.  Before  I  do, 
I  ask,  and  I  must  learn,  in  name  of  whom 
The  urchin  has  arraign'd  and  challeng'd  me. 
I  fight  not,  till  I  know  upon  what  cause. 

Helen.  The  cause  of  Helen  Mowbray ! 

Wai.  Drop  your  hand, 

And  let  me  pass  ! — or  sure  as  that's  a  sword, 
My  heart  is  on  your  point ! 

Lord  Athun.  Spite  of  thyself, 
Another  minute  grant  I  thee  to  live. 
I  will  not  draw,  until  I  know  thy  name. 

Helen.  Mowbray ! 

Lord  Athun.  Her  brother  ? 

Helen.  Anything  yon  please, 
Caitiff  without  a  parallel  in  crime  ! 

Wai.  A  brother!— Hold!  Lord  Athunree !  Look, 

Sir 

A  moment  give  I  thee,  to  take  thy  choice 
'Twixt  murdering  me,  or  suffering  to  pass ! 
Heaven !  do  I  care  for  life! 

(Rushes  upon  Felton,  and  wrests  the 
sword  from  him  At  the  same  moment, 
Officers  and  Servants  enter,  R.) 

First  Officer.  Hold !    Stop  1— Proceed 
At  your  peril !  you  are  all  our  prisoners,  Sirs ; 
Sir  William  Button's  warrant  makes  you  so, 
Which  here  I  show  to  yon.     Surrender,  then, 
And  to  his  niece's  bear  us  company. 

[They  all  go  out,  R.,  Walsingham  and 
Helen  last,  who  stop  a  little  behind  the 
rest. 

Wai.    Thou  half  hast    kill'd    me,    boy!     How 

could' st  thou  do  so ! 

Or  keep  from  one,  who  lov'd  thee  as  I  do, 
A  secret  like  to  this  ?     Her  brother — so ! 
Her  brother !— I  shall  love  thee  better  still— 
And  better  yet— and  yet  not  half  so  well  1 

[ZTiey/ollou-,  K. 
SCENE  III.— The  Street. 
Enter  SIR  VALENTINE,  R. 

Sir  Vol.  Spite  of  my  failing  heart,  thus  far  I've 
come 
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With  love  to  urge  me,  love  to  waive  me  back. 

My  duty,  tender'd,  fortune  made  or  lost — 

Not  tender'd,  absolutely  lost— no  chance 

Permitted  me  to  win !     "  'Tis  Hero's  form 

"  With  the  fair  essence— match  for  thing  so  fair— 

"  To  Hero's  form  without !     It  is  a  whole, 

"Past  calculation  rich,  against  a  part, 

"  And  that  the  poorest — yet  consummate  rich. 

"  And  I  must  play  for  both,  or  neither  win  ! 

"  Or  winning  one,  the  other  quite  forego  ! " 

It  cannot  be  she  loves  me !     Hero  love  me  ! 

A  pridefnl  pleasure  kindles  at  the  thought — 

But  comes  the  gentle  Ruth,  and  puts  it  out 

With  genial  brightness  of  bland  nature,  as 

The  sun  a  little  fire.    O  sun  most  fair, 

I  richer  were  ne'er  to  have  known  thy  light 

Than  knowing  it  to  lose  it.    Ne'er  did  man 

Draw  lots  with  chances  more  oppos'd  than  mine. 

A  little  moment  I  am  made  or  lost, 

Lost  past  retrieving — past  addition  made ! 

Then  must  I,  like  a  desperate  gamester,  on ! 

Throw  fear  of  loss  aside— tho'  loss  of  all — 

And  think  of  nothing  but  the  chance  of  gain 

That  makes  me  rich  for  life !— past  affluence  ! 

[Goes  out,  L. 


SCENE  IV.— A  Room  in  Hero's  Souse. 

SIR  WILLIAM  SUTTON  seated  in  the  Centre— 
WALSINGHAM,  HELEN,  LORD  ATHUNREE, 
FELTON,  OFFICERS,  &c.  tr.  E.  E.  H. 

Sir  Wil.   Lord  Athnnree,  charg'd  with   intent 

thou  stand' st 

To  break  the  peace  of  our  right  sovereign  lord 
The  king.    What  answer'st  thon,  or  dost  refuse 
To  plead  ?— Is  this  thy  hand  ?— Wilt  answer  that? 
Whose' er  it  is,  it  is  a  villain's,  lord  ! 
For  the  same  writer  that  arrang'd  a  fray 
Did  plan  a  felony-  in  danger  put 
A  lady's  jewelry,  so  rich  to  her — 
Not  all  the  caskets  of  the  proudest  line 
Of  noble  dames,  pour'd  out  into  one  heap, 
Could  make  a  blaze  to  match  it ! 

Lord  Athun.  (Aside.)  Curse  my  haste 
For  such  remissness,  on  the  back  to  write 
Of  the  instructions  first  I  pencill'd  down 
To  give  the    caitiff   wretch— whose    gness'd    mis- 
carriage 
Is  now  accounted  for ! 

Sir  Wil.  Lord  Athunree, 
How  say  you  ? 

Lord  Athun.  For  the  combat  you  have  marr'd, 
My  silence  or  denial  naught  avails. 
You  found  me  in  the  act.    The  challenger 
You  need  to  seek  elsewhere.— I  am  not  he. 

Wai.  Sir  William,  he  says  right.— He  challeng'd 

not, 

But  he  such  provocation  gave,  as  makes 
The    challenger  more    the    challeng'd.— He    did 

stain 

A  lady's  credit,  bringing  it  to  naught, 
Or  causing  it  to  pass  for  nothing  more ; 
Which  trespass  capital  her  brother  here, 
In  form  a  stripling,  but  in  mind  a  man, 
Indeed  demanded  reparation  for, 
Which  to  exact,  my  arm  assay'd,  but  fail'd, — 
For  I  had  woo'd,  and  won,  and,  as  I  thought, 
Alone  engag'd  the  maid.    Sir  William,  try, 
If  from  that  sacred  seat  of  justice,  voice, 
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Of  solemn  adjuration  can  avail 

To  bring  the  truth  to  light— first,  if  the  maid 

Did  fall  indeed — the  knowledge  he  thereof 

Alone  ppssesing — 

Sir  Wil.    No,  Sir  ;  not  alone ! — 
The  maid  did  never  fall ! 

Wai.  Did  never  fall ! 

O,  ponder  what  you  say !— Not  rashly  -0, 
Not  rashly  raise  a  wretch  from  the  abyss 
Into  the  light,  to  cast  him  in  again 
On  darkness  heaving  darkness  !  "  Now  I  faint 
"  With  the  day-flood  that  seems  to  burst  npon 

me! 

"  I  say, '  that  seems,'  for  such  transition  mocks 
"  The  doting  of  belief  !"— or  heard  I  right  ? 
Or  knew'st  thou  what  thou  saidst  ?   or,  knowing 

it, 
Knew'st  thon  didst    speak  on    grounds    of   solid 

footing, 

"  Something  akin  to  rock  ?     It  should  be  rock 
"  Itself,  to  bear  the  fabric  thou  dost  raise 
"  Against  the  sea  of  doubts  that  surges  on  it !" 
Oh,  did  she  never  fall  ?    Did  love  itself 
Take  sides  with  hate  to  do  her  hateful  wrong  ? 
To  blast  her — to  abandon  her — and  leave 
A  prey  to  haggard  fortune — death  or  madness  ? 

Sir  Wil.   Collect  thyself,  and  further  audience 

lend, 
Or  bid  me  hold  my  tongue*    The  maiden  lives. 

Wai.  Lives  ?    Lives  ?    Is  innocent,  perhaps,  and 

loves ! 
Oh,  does  she  ? 

Sir  Wil.  Yes. 

Wai.  Thou  seem'st  to  know  what  makes 
My  all,  or  naught  of  being  !     Innocent, 
And  lives  and  loves  ? 

Lord  Athun.  First  prove  her  innocent. 

Sir  Wil.  He  cannot!   what  of  that ?— Another 
can ! 

Lord  Athun.  Produce  that  other. 

(Sir  William  beckons — Lewson  enters.) 

Lewson.  Here  he  is 

io?-d  Athun.  Betrayed ! 

Wai.  He  hath  confess'd— take  notice  all!    The 

lips 

That  blurr'd  fair  Helen's  name  hath  ope'd  them- 
selves, 
To  damn  themselves,  and  do  the  maiden  right ! 

Sir  Wil.  No  need  confession  from    that   riven 

wretch ! 

To  that  abhorred  house  thou  saw'st  her  quit, 
A  letter  as  from  one  she  knew  and  lov'd, 
In  mortal  strait  entic'd  her.     There,  assailed 
With  show  of  violence  from  this  same  man, 
That  lord  premeditated  succour  brought  her, 
The  whole  his  foul  contrivance !     You  may  leave ! 
You  are  known !    What  penalty  the  law  awards 
For  such  default,  be  sure  shall  be  exacted ! 

Lord  Athun.  I  do  defy  you — scorn  yon !     Do  your 
worst ! 

[Goes  out,  L.  H. 

(Helen  swooning  is  caught  ly  Walsingham.} 

Sir  Wil.  Look  to  thy  mistress,  Walsingham. 

Wai.  Where  is  she  ?— 
I  nothing  see  except  this  fainting  boy, 
Whom  help  me  to  restore. 

Sir  Wil.  To  wake  him  up, 
Breathe  in  his  ear  the  name  thou  lovest  most  I 
Throw  back  those  ebon  clusters  thoroughly. 
And  consciousness  will  start  upon  thee  straight, 
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Thou  never  dreamd'st  of,  and  thou  shalt  confess 
That  love,  howe'er  it  hath  a  jealous  eye, 
Hath  not  a  piercing  one. 

Wai.  Herself !  — my  own ! 
My  sweet ! — my  idoliz'd  ! — my  innocent 
Helen  ! — her  eyelids  quiver — Helen !  Helen  ! 
They  ope  1     Dost  thou  not  know  me,  love  ?      O 

Heaven, 

Die  not  away  again  !     My  soul's  true  life ! 
Helen — my  gentle  one !     My  patient  one ! 
My  faithful  one,  unwarp'd  by  rudest  strain  ! 
My  loving  one  ! — More  loving — yes,  I  say  it 
That  love  thee  best — more  loving  yet  than  lov'd  ! 
Look  at  me  !     Answer  me !     This  semblance  but 
Of  death,  is  death  itself  to  me  !     'Tis  I— 
'Tis  Walsingham  !— 'Tis  I— repentingly, 
Humbly,  imploring  thee  to  speak  to  him. 
To  look  upon  him— pity  him !— forgive  him ! 
Helen.  I  love  thee,  Walsingham.    Have  all  thon 

ask'st 
In  that  one  little  word  ! 

[They  retire.    Sir  Vol.  enters,  L. 

Sir  Wil.  Sir  Valentine ! 

Sir  Vol.  The  same,  Sir  William  Button. 

Sir  Wil  You  are  welcome. 

Sir  Vol.  In  strait  where  things  like  life  and  death 

depend, 

Suspense  is  but  the  rack — I'll  know  my  fate ! 
Sir  William  Sutton,  I  am  come  to  crave 
An  audience  of  your  niece. 

Sir  Wil.  Apprise  my  niece 
Sir  Valentine  dc  Grey  would  speak  with  her. 

[Exit  officer,  E. 

Sir  Vol.  At  thought  of  sight  of  that  proud  form 

again, 

Old  motions  in  me  stir — but  only  stir. 
Come  other  thoughts — they  are  at  once  at  rest ! 

HERO  enters,  most  magnificently  attired,  R. 

0  what  a  tower  of  grace  and  loveliness, 
And  stateliness,  and  absolute  command, 
She  bursts  upon  mine  eyes !    Were't  tenanted 
As  I  would  have  it ! 

Hero.  Well,  Sir  Valentine ! 
Your  will  ? 

Sir  Vol.  "  I  come  a  promise  to  redeem, 
"  Thou'lt  think  most  strange/as  I  do,  that  did  make 

it." 

A  suit  I  have,  the  gain  or  loss  of  which 
Depends  on  thee,  although  to  thee  not  pleaded ! 
Shall  I  be  pardon'd,  who,  against  my  will, 
Past  sufferance  presume  ? 

Hero.  Not  mine !  Say  on. 

Sir  Vol.  It  is  the  voice  of  Ruth !    I  wonder  not 
At  that— but  breathing  Ruth's  benignity  ! 

Hero.  Shall  I  entreat  thee  say  thy  wish  ? 

Sir  Val.  More  bland 

The  accents  yet !     Can  Ruth  have  told  me  right, 
And  does  she  love  me  ? 

"  Hero.  It  doth  pain  me,  sir, 
"To  mark  such  hesitation,  when,  to  have, 
"You  only  have  to  ask  ;  and,  asking,  do 
"  A  pleasure — eiving  leave  to  pleasure  you. 

"  Sir  Val.  (Aidde.}  No  strain  hath  love,  if  this  of 

other  mood. 
"  I  win  her,  and  am  lost !     O  gain  to  lose  !" 

Sir  Wil.  My  niece  awaits  your  question. 

Hero.  Uncle,  peace. 
Give  him  his  time — the  measure  on't  his  will ! 


'  To  look  for  pleasure  is  itself  a  pleasure. 
'  But  half  they  feast  who  to  a  feast  sit  down 
'  The  moment  it  is  named.     Say,  that  he  wait 
'  An  hour,  why  then,  so  much  I  banquet  more, 
'  And  yet  fall  to  with  relish." 

Sir  Val.  0  such  words 
To  fall  from  Hero's  lips  a  month  before '. 
Come  certainty,  whate'er  along  with  it '. 
Dost  thou  affect  me  ? 
Hero.  Yes,  Sir  Valentine. 
Sir  Val.  Wilt  take  me  for  thy  husband? 
Hero.  Yes,  again. 
Sir  Val.  Good-bye,  sweet  Ruth ! 
Hero.  Strange  welcome,  this. 
Si)-  Val.  Good-bye 

To  sweet  content  of  modest  happiness ! 
Lady,  my  title's  gone  ! 

Hero.  For  that  receive 

More  hearty  welcome  than  thou  gav'st  to  me. 
"  Sir  Val.  My  fortune  dwindled. 
"  Hero.  As  it'sinks  you  rise. 
"  For  that  receive  more  hearty  welcome  yet." 
Sir  Val.  My  tastes  are  altered. 
Hero.  Tell  me  what  their  kind, 
They  shall  be    mine — whate'er   thy  taste,    rank, 

state, 

My  state,  my  rank,  my  tastes,  shall  be  the  same ! 
Sir  Val.  Then  must  we  wed.— 0  for  that  plumed 

tiar, 

The  simple  hood  !— that  costly  lace,  the  coif 
Close  pinu'd  and    modest    clear ! — that  gorgeous 

dress, 

The  gown  embroider'd  with  humility ! 
Hero.  They  are  donn'd  at  thy  command,  and  these 

cast  off. 
Sir  Val.  And  canst  thou,  too,  the  vesture  of  the 

mind 
That  made  thee  cherish  these,  cast  off  ? 

Hero.  I  can ! 

Hard  things  which  love  cannot  for  love  perform. 
Sir  Val.  Such  bounty  should  enrich,    Alas!  for 

me, 
Who,  spite  of  all  its  granting,  must  be  poor. 

CLEVER,  entering  (L.) 

Clever.  Friend  Ruth,  the  dinner  waits.     Friend 

Peter  here ! 

And  to  the  world,  like  thee,  gone  back  again  ! 
Then  change  of  gear  for  me  !     Bold  serving  man, 
Who  would  be  other  than  his  betters  are  ? 
No  more,  friend  Obadiah — know  me  hence 
For  Master  Clever,  name  and  nature  one ! 

Sir  Val.  Have  I  but  dreamt  'tis  night,  and  is  it 

day? 

A  masque  is  it  I  have  been  acting  in, 
And  known  it  not?      Cans' t  thou  be  both  yet 

one? 

Is  Ruth  but  Hero— Hero  even  Ruth  ? 
Then  welcome  Hero  for  the  sake  of  Ruth, 
And  Ruth  more  welcome  yet  for  Hero's  sake ! 
And  is  it  so  ? — or  dors  the  fable  end 
In  cold  return  to  dull  reality  ? 

Hero.  No  ;  in  reality  that's  born  of  it 
And  is  its  fairer  likeness  ! — real  grown 
What  first  was  only  seeming.     I  have  become 
The  part  I  lately  play'd  ;  the  thinsr  I  was 
Before,  have  ceased  to  be !     Such  virtue  hath 
The  only  show  of  virtne  !     For  which  change 
Thy  noble  nature  do  I  thank,  altho', 
Perhaps,  with  more  than  prudent  jealousy 
Exacting  ;  and  precipitate,  when  patience 
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Might  well  have  counsell'd  paused.    With  Hero's 

form 

Take  Ruth's  contentment  and  humility — 
Their  dress,  whate'er  you  love  would  have  it  be ! 
But  here  is  one  unchang'd,  nor  needing  change, 

(To  Helen.) 
Helen.  I  am. 

Wai.  And  I,  that  scarce  deserve  my  happiness  ! 
"  But  what  shall  make  me  misbeliever  hence  ?" 
flow  could  I  doubt  thee  ?    In  this  blissful  hour, 

"  strong  appearances 
"By  stronger  vouchers  back' d,  it  was,  that  made 

me. 
ot  But  that  detected  now— and  these  explained—" 


Thy  virtue  rises  like  a  pyramid 
I  wonder  aught  could  hide !    A  life  of  trust  " 
Shall,  for  a  season  of  misgiving  pay  thee ! 
Yet  more  I  have  to  say — of  that  anon — 
For  guests  are  here  you  thought  not  of  before, 
On  whom  your  feast  that  waits  for  us  depends— 
Marr'd,  if  disrelish' d— made,  if  they're  content! 
Disposition  of  characters. 
WALSINGHAM.    HERO. 
HELEN.  SIR  VAL. 
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moir. Portrait,  and  Vignette. 

SCOTT'S  POETICAL  WORKS,  Sixpence. 
Per  post,  2d.  extra.— New  Edition  of  the  Poems 
of  Sir  Walter  Scott.    Illustrated. 

LONGFELLOW'S  WORKS,  Sixpence. 
Per  post,   2d.  extra.— New  Edition,   with  Me- 
moir,  Portrait,  and  Frontispiece. 

MILTON'S  WORKS,  Sixpence. 
Per  post,  2d.  extra.— A  new  Edition,  complete, 
with  Memoir,  Portrait,  and  Frontispiece. 


COWPER'S  WORKS,  Sixpence. 
Per    post,   2d.   extra.— A   new   and    complete 
Edition,  with  Memoir,  Portrait,  and  Frontis. 
piece, 

WORDSWORTH'S  WORKS,  Sixpence. 
Per    post,    2d.    extra.— A   new    and   complete 
Edition,  with  numerous  illustrations. 

BURNS'  POETICAL  WORKS,  Sixpence. 
Per  post,  2d.  extra.— This  new  and  complete 
Edition  of  the  Poems  of  Robert  Burns  is  elabo. 
rately  Illustrated,  and  contains  the  whole  of  the 
Poems,  Life,  and  Correspondence  of  the  great 
Scottish  Bard. 

MOORE'S  POETICAL  WORKS,  Sixpence. 
Per  post,  2d.  extra.— New  and  complete  Edition, 
with  numerous  Illustrations. 

THOMSON'S  SEASONS,  Sixpence. 
Per  post,  2d.  extra.— The  works  of  James  Thorn, 
son,  complete,  with  Memoir,  Portrait,  and  four 
Illustrations. 

THE  ARABIAN  NIGHTS,  Sixpence. 
Per  post,  3d.  extra.— A  new  Translation,  com. 
plete,  with  numerous  Illustrations. 
BUNYAN'S  PILGRIM'S  PROGRESS,  Illns. 
trated.— Twopence.   Post-free.  2Jd.    Unabridged 
Edition.  [REMIT  HALFPENNY  STAMPS. 


DICKS'    ENGLISH    NOVELS. 


Now  Publishing,  in  perfect  volume  form,  price  Sixpence,  a  Series  of  Original  Novels,  by  tho 
most  Popular  Authors.    Each  Novel  contains  from  TEN    TO    TWENTY    ILLUSTRATIONS. 

1.  For  a  Woman's  Sake.    W.  Phillips. 

2.  Against  Tide.    Miriam  Koss. 

3.  Hush  Money.    C.  H.  Ross. 

4.  Talbot  Hnrland.    W.  H.  Ainsworth. 

5.  Will  She  Have  Him  ?    A.  Graham. 


6.  Heiress  of  the  Mount.    S.  Dunn. 

7.  Counterfeit  Coin.  Author  of  "Against  Tide." 

8.  Entrances  &  Exits.   Author  of  "Anstrutha.' 

9.  Ingaretha.    Author  of  "  Naomi." 

10.  Tower  Hill.    W.  H.  Ainsworth. 

11.  Rose  &  Shamrock.  Anthorof  "Lestelle." 

12.  South-Sea  Bubble.    W.  H.  Ainsworth. 
IS.  Nobody's  Fortune.     Edmund  Yates. 

14.  Twenty  Straws.  Author  of  "Carynthia." 

15.  Lord  Lisle's  Daughter.    C.  M.  Braeme. 

16.  After  Many  Years.  Author  of  "Against  Tide.' 

17.  Kachel,  the  Jewess.    M.  E.  O.  Malen. 

18.  What  is  to  Be.   Author  of  "Twenty  Straws.' 
19:  John  Trevlyn's  Revenge.    E.  Phillips. 

20.  Bound  by  a  Spell.    H.  Rebak. 

21.  Yellow  Diamond.    Author  of  "Lestelle." 

22.  The  Younger  Son.  Rev.  H.  V.  Palmer. 

23.  Driven  from  Home.    Erskine  Boyd. 

24.  Naomi.    Author  of  •* Rachel." 

25.  Swept  «fc  Garnished.    A.  W.  Thompson. 

26.  Jennie  Gray.    Author  of  "Against  Tide." 

27.  Lestelle.    Author  of  "Yellow  Diamond." 

28.  Tracked.    Author  of  "Bound  by  a  Spell." 

29.  Carynthia.  Author  of  "Twenty  Straws." 

30.  Violet  and  Rose.     Author  of  "  Blue  Bell." 

31.  Costof  a  Secret.    Authorof  "TwoPearls." 

32.  Terrible  Tales.    By  G.  A.  Sala. 

33.  Donned.    Author  of  "Tracked." 

34.  White  Lady.  Author  of  "Ingaretha." 

85.  Link  your  Chain.    Authorof  "Blue  Bell." 

36.  TwoPearls.    Author  of  "Lestelle." 

37.  Young  Cavalier.    Authorof  "Tracked." 

38.  The  Shadow  Hand.     Author  of  "Naomi." 

39.  Wentworth  Mystery.    Watts  Phillips. 

40.  Merry  England.    W.  H.  Ainsworth. 


41.  Blue  Bell.    Author  of  "Link  your  Chain." 

42.  Humphrey  Grant's  Will.  Author  "Doomed. 

43.  Jessie  Phillips.   Mrs.  Trollope. 

44.  A  Desperate  Deed.    By  Erskine  Boyd. 

45.  Blanche  Fleming.    By  Sara  Dunn. 

46.  The  Lost  Earl.    By  P".  McDermott. 


. 
47.  The  Gipsy  Bride.    By  M.  E.  O.  Malen. 

49.  The  Lily  of  St.  Erne     By  Mrs.  Crow 

50.  The  Goldsmith's  Wife.    W.  H.  Ainsworth. 

51.  Hawthorne.    By  M.  E.  O.  Malen. 

52.  Bertha.    By  Author  "  Bound  by  a  Spell." 

53.  To  Rank  through  Crime.    By  Jt.  Griffiths. 

54.  The  Stolen  Will.    By  M.  E.  O.  Malen 

55.  Pomps  and  Vanities,    liev.  H.  V.  Palmer. 

56.  Fortune's  Favourites.    By  Sara  Dunn. 

57.  Mysterious  House  in  Chelsea.    By  E.  Boyd 
28.  Two  Countesses  <fc  Two  Lives.     M.E.Malen 
59.  Playing  to  Win.    George  Manville  Fenn. 

61.  Doom  of  the  Dancing  Master.    C.  H.  Ross 

62.  Wife's  Secret.  Author  of  "The  Heiress." 

63.  Castlerose.    Margaret  Blount. 

64.  Golden  Fairy.    Author  of  "  Lestelle." 

65.  The  Birthright.    Author  of  "  Castlerose." 

66.  Misery  Joy.    Author  of  "  Hush  Money." 

67.  The  Mortimers.  Authorof  '•  Wife's  Secret.' 

68.  Chetwynd  Calverley.    W.  H.  Ainsworth. 

69.  Woman's  Wiles.    Mrs.  Crow. 

70.  Ashneld  Priory.    Author  of  "  Kachel." 

71.  Brent  Hall.    By  Author  of  "  Birthright." 

72.  Lance  Urqnh  art's  Loves.    Annie  Thomas. 

73.  For  Her  Natural  Life.    Mrs.  Winstanley. 

74.  Marion's  Quest.    Mrs.  Laws. 

75.  Imogen  Herbert.    Author  of  "Mortimers.* 

76.  Ladye  Laura's  Wraith.    1*.  McDermott 

77.  Fall  of  Somerset.     W.  II  Ainsworth. 

78.  Pearl  of  Levonby.    By  M.  E.  O.  Malen. 

79.  My  Lady's  Master.    By  C.  Stevens. 

80.  Beatrice  Tyldeuley.    By  W.  H.  Ainsworth. 

81.  Overtaken.    Hy  Starr  Rivers. 

82.  Held  in  Thrall.    By  Mrs.  L.  Crow. 


83.  Splendid  Misery.    By  Colin  H.  Hazelwood. 

Price  SIXPENCE;  post  free,9d.    Except  ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS  and  XOBODY'S  FORTUNE, 
double  size,  ONE  SHILLING.    Remit  Halfpenny  Stumps. 

London :  JOHN  DICES,  313,  Strand ;  and  all  Booksellers. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


the  Favourite  Illustrated  Magazines  of  the  Day,  for  the  Home  Circla, 
BOW      BELLS, 

Published  Every  Wednesday,  contains 

Twenty-four  large  folio  Pages  of  Original  Matter  by  Popular  Writers,  and  about  Tv>elv» 
Illustrations  by  Eminent  Artists,  and  is  the  Largest  in  the  World. 

The  General  Contents  consist  of  Two  or  Three  Continuous  Novels,  Tales  of  Adventure  founded 
on  fact,  Tales  of  Heroism,  also  founded  on  fact,  History  and  Legends  of  Old  Towns,  with  Illustra. 
live  Sketches  from  the  Original  Pictures,  Complete  Stones.  Tales,  Picturesque  Sketches.  Tales  of 
Operas,  Lives  of  Celebrated  Actresses  (past  and  present),  Adventures,  National  Customs,  Curious 
Facts,  Memoirs  with  Portraits  of  Celebrities  of  the  Day,  Essays,  Poetrv,  Fine  AM  Engravings, 
Original  and  Select  Music.  Pages  Devoted  to  the  Ladies,  The  Work-Table,  Receipts,  Our  O\VD 
Sphinx,  Acting  Charades,  Chess,  Varieties,  Sayings  and  Doings,  Notices  to  Correspondents,  &c. 

Weekly,  One  Penny.    Monthly  Parts,  Ninepence.    Remit  Threehatfpence  in  Stamps,  for  Specimen 

Copy. 

With  the  Monthly  Parts  are  Presented:— Fancy  Needlework  Supplements.  Coloured  Parisian 
Plates,  Berlin  Wool  Patterns,  Fashionable  Parisian  Head-dresses,  Point  Lace  Needlework,  &c.  &c. 

ALL  THE  BEST  AVAILABLE  TALENT,  ARTISTIC  AND  LITERARY,  ARE  ENGAGED. 

Volumes  I  to  XXXV,  elegantly  bound,  Now  Ready. 

Each  Volume  contains  nearly  300  Illustrations,  and  640  Pages  of  Letterpress.  These  are  tha 
most  handsome  volumes  ever  offered  to  the  Public  for  Five  Shillings.  Post-free,  One  Shilling 
and  Sixpence  extra. 


EVERY  WEEK.— This  Illustrated  Periodical,  containing  sixteen  large  pages,  is  published  every 
Wednesday,  simultaneously  with  Bow  BELLS,  it  is  the  only  Halfpenny  Periodical  in  England, 
and  is  about  the  size  of  the  largest  weekly  journal  except  Bow  BELLS.  A  Volume  of  this  Popular 
Work  is  published  Half-yearly,  Now  ready,  Vol.  XXV,  price  Two  Shillings,  post-free, 
&d.  extra.  Weekly.  One  Halfpenny.  Monthly,  Threepence. 

THE  HISTORY  AND  LEGENDS  OF  OLD  CASTLES  AND  ABBEYS.— With  Illustrations  from 
Original  Sketches.  The  Historical  Facts  are  compiled  from  the  most  authentic  sources,  and  the 
Original  Legends  and  Engravings  are  written  and  drawn  by  eminent  Authors  and  Artists. 
The  Work  is  printed  in  bold,  clear  type,  on  good  paper;  and  forms  a  handsome  and  valuable 
Work,  containing  743  quarto  pages,  and  190  Illustrations.  Price  Twelve  Shillings  and  Sixpence. 

DICKS'  EDITION  OF  STANDARD  PLAYS.— Price  One  Penny  each.  Comprising  all  the  most 
Popular  Plays,  by  the  most  Eminent  Writers.  Most  of  the  Plays  contain  from  16  to  32  pages, 
are  printed  in  clear  type,  on  paper  of  good  quality.  Each  Play  is  Illustrated,  and  sewn  in  an 
Illustrated  Wrapper.  Two  Plays  are  published  every  Saturday.  Numbers  1  to  305,  now  ready, 
price  Id.  each. 

THE  HOUSEHOLD  BOOK  OF  DOMESTIC  ECONOMY.— Price  One  Shilling.  Post  free,  is.  6d. 
This  remarkably  cheap  and  useful  book  contains  everything  for  everybody,  and  should  be  found 
in  every  household. 

DICKS'  BRITISH  DRAMA.— Comprising  the  Works  of  the  most  Celebrated  Dramatists.  Com- 
plete in  12  Volumes.  Each  volume  containing  about  20  plays.  Every  Play  Illustrated.  Price 
One  Shilling  each  Volume.  Per  Post,  Fourpence  extra. 

BOW  BELLS  HANDY  BOOKS.— A  Series  of  Little  Books  under  the  above  title.  Each  work 
contains  64  pages,  printed  in  clear  type,  and  on  nne  paper. 

1.  Etiquette  for  Ladies.          I       3.  Language  of  Flowers.        I         5.  Etiquette  on  Courtship 
a.  Etiquette  for  Gentlemen.  I       4.  Guide  to  the  Ball  Room.    I  and  Marriage. 

Price  8d.    Post  free.  Sid.    Every  family  should  possess  the  Bow  BELLS  HANDY  BOOKS. 


DICKS'  WAVERLEY  NOVELS. 

By  SIR  WALTER  SCOTT.  BART..     FROM  THE  ORIGINAL  TEXT.  WITH  THE  ORIGINAL  VOTES. 

This  Edition,  containing  the  whole  of  SCOTT'S  NOVELS,  32  in  number,  with  125  Illustrations,  it 
now  publishing.  The  work  is  elegantly  bound  in  cloth,  gilt  lettered,  and  is  complete  in  seven 
volumes,  price  14s.  SCOTT'S  POEMS.  uniform  with  the  above,  are  also  on  sale,  price  One  Shilling, 
Waver 
Th 

gauntlet,  ,  ,  ,  ,  . 

Tales  of  my  Landlord:  The  Black  Dwarf,  Old  Mortality,  Heart  of  Midlothian,  Bride  of  Lammer- 
moor,  Legend  of  Montrose,  Count  Robert  of  Paris,  Castle  Dangerons.  Chronicle*  of  the  Canon- 
pate:  The  Highland  Widow,  The  Two  Drovers,  Mv  Aunt  Margaret's  Mirror,  The  Tapestried 
Chamber,  Death  of  the  Laird's  Jock,  The  Surgeon's  Daughter. 


,  .  .  ,  ,  ng, 

Waverley.Guy  Mannering,  Antiquary,  Rob  Roy.Ivanhoe,  The  Monastery,  the  Abbot,  Kenil  worth 
he  Pirate.  Fortunes  of  Nigel,  Peveril  of  the  Peak,  Quentin  Durwnrd,  St.  Ronan's  Well,  Red- 
auntlet,  The  Betrothed,  The  Talisman,  Woodstock,  Fair  Maid  of  Perth,  Anne  of  Geierstein. 


Note.—  The  price  is  Threepence  each  complete  Novel,  Post-free,  One  Penny  extra. 
London  :  JOHN  DICES,  313,  Strand;  and  all  Booksellers. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MUSIC  . 

DICKS'  PIANOFORTE  TUTOR.  This  instructor  is  full  music  size,  and  contains  as  much 
matter  as  those  tutors  for  which  six  times  the  amount  is  charged,  thin  rendering  tit 
work  the  cheapest  and  best  Pianoforte  Guide  ever  issued.  Price  One  Shilling. 

CZERNEY'S  CELEBRATED  STUDIES  FOR  THE  PIANOFORTE,  the  three  books  in 
cue,  music  size.  The  usual  price  of  which  is  10s.  6d.,  is  now  published  at  One  Shilling. 

DICKS'  EDITION  OF  STANDARD  OPERAS  (full  music  size),  with  Italian,  French,  or 
German  and  English  Words.  Now  ready  : — 

l._  ATJBER'S  "  CROWN  DIAMONDS,"  with  Portrait  and  Memoir  of  the  Composer.  Price  2/6. 
LThe  English  version  of  this  Opera  is  as  that  performed  by  the  Crystal  Palace  Opera 
Company,  being  preferred  by  them  to  any  other.] 

2.  DONIZETTI'S  "  LUCIA  DI  LAMMEEMOOK,"  with  Portrait  and  Memoir  of  the  Composer. 
Price  2s.  6d. 

3.  ROSSINI'S  "  IL  BABBIERE,"  with  Portrait  and  Memoir  of  the  Composer.    Price  2s.  6d. 
Elegantly  bound  in  cloth,  gilt  lettered,  5s.  each.    Others  are  in  the  Press.    Delivered 
carriage  free  for  Eighteenpence  extra  per  copy  to  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

SIMS  REEVES*  SIX  CELEBRATED  TENOR  SONGS,  Music  and  Words.  Price  One 
Shilling.  Pilgrim  of  Love.  Bishop. — Death  of  Nelson.  Braham. — Adelaide,  Beethoven. — 
The  Thorn.  Shield.— The  Anchor's  Weighed.  Braham.— Tell  me,  Mary,  how  to  Woo 
Thee.  Hodson. 

ADELINA  PATTI'S  SIX  FAVOURITE  SONGS,  Music  and  Words.  Price  One  Shilling. 
There  be  none  of  Beauty's  Daughters.  Mendelssohn. — Hark,  hark,  the  Lark.  Schubert. — 
Home,  Sweet  Home.  Bishop.— The  Last  Rose  of  Summer.  T.  Moore. — Where  the  Bee 
Sucks.  Dr.  Arne.— Tell  me,  my  Heart.  Bishop. 

CHARLES  SANTLEY'S  SIX  POPULAR  BARITONE  SONGS.    Music  and  Words.    Price 
One  Shilling.    The  Lads  of  the  Village.     Dibdin.— The  Wanderer.     Schubert.— In  Child- 
hood My  Toys.    Lortzing.— Tom  Bowling.    Dibdiu.— Rock'd  in  the  Cradle  of  the  Deep. 
Knight.— Mad  Tom.    Purcell. 
***  Any  of  the  above  Songs  can  also  be  had  separately,  price  Threepence  each. 

MUSICAL  TREASURES.— Full  Music  size,  price  Fourpence.  Now  Publishing  Weekly.  A 
Complete  Repertory  of  the  best  English  and  Foreign  Music,  ancient  and  modern,  vocal 
and  instrumental,  solo  and  concerted,  with  critical  and  biographical  annotations,  for  tha 
pianoforte. 

1  My  Normandy    (Ballad) 
-I  Auld  Kobin  Gray    (Scotch  Ballad) 


8  La  Sympatliie  Valse 

4  The  Pilgrim  of  Love    (Romance) 

5  Di  Pescatore    (Song) 

6  T,o  Far-off  Mounta.ii    (Duet) 

7  The  Anchor's  Weigh'd    (Ballad) 

8  A  Woman  s  Heart    (Ballad) 

9  Oh,  Mountain  Home!    (Duet) 

10  Above,  how  Brightly  Beams  the  Morning 

11  The  Marriage  of  the  Roses    (Valse) 

12  Norma    (Duet) 

13  Lo!  Heavenly  Beauty    (Cavatina) 

14  In  Childhood  my  Toys    (Song) 

15  While  Beauty  Clothes  the  Fertile  Vale 

16  The  Harp  that  once  through  Tara's  Hulls 

17  The  Manly  Heart    (Duet) 

18  Beethoven's  "  Andante  and  Variations  " 

19  In  that  Long-lost  Home  we  Love    (Song) 

20  Where  the  Bee  Sucks    (Song) 

21  Ah,  tair  Dream    ("Marta") 

22  La  Petit  Fleur 

23  Angels  ever  Bright  and  Fair 

24  Naught  e'er  should  Sever    (Duet) 

25  'TJs  but  a  little  Faded  Flow'r    (Ballad) 

26  My  Mother  bids  me  Bind  my  Hair  (Canzonet) 

27  Coming  thro'  the  Rye    (Song) 

28  Beautiful  Isle  of  the  Sea    (Ballad) 

29  Tell  me,  my  Heart    (Song) 
SO  I  know  a  Bank    (Duet) 

31  The  Minstrel  Boy    (Irish  Melody) 

32  Ilomm.'ige  au  Genie 

3:5  See  what  Pretty  Brooms  I've  Bought 

34  Tom  Bowling    (Song) 

V55  Tell  me,  Mary,  how  to  Woo  Thee    (Ballad) 


36  When  the  Swallows  Homeward  Fly    (Song) 

37  liock'd  in  the  Cradle  of  the  Deep    (Song) 
08  Beethoven's  Waitzes    First  Series 

As  it  Fell  npon  a  Day    (Duet) 
the  Ocean 


40  A  Life  on 

41  Why   are 


Wave    (Song) 
are    you  Wandering 
(Ballad) 
' 


lore   I   pray 


42  A  Maiden's  Prayer. 

43  Valse  Brillante 

44  Home,  Sweet  Home!    (Son?) 

45  Oft  in  the  Stilly  Night    (Song) 

46  All's  \Vell    (Duet) 

47  The  "Crown  Diamonds"  Fantasia 

48  Hear  me,  dear  One    (Serenade) 

49  Youth  and  Love  at  the  Helm    (Barcarolle) 

50  Adelaide    Beethoven    (song) 

51  The  Death  of  Nelson    (Song) 
5-2  Hark,  hark,  the  Lurk 

53  The  Last  Rose  of  Summer    (Irish  Melody) 

54  The  Thorn    (Song) 

55  The  Lads  of  the  Village    (Song) 

56  There  be  none  ot  Beauty's  Daughters  (Song) 

57  The  Wanderer  (Song) 

58  I  have  Plucked  the  Fairest  Flower 

59  Bid  Me  Discourse    (Song) 
<!0  Fisher  Maiden    (Song) 

(51  Fair  Aenea    (Barcarolle) 

02   How  Calm  and  Bright    (Song) 

63  Woman's  Inconstancy    (Song) 

64  Echo  Duet 

05  The  Meeting  of  the  Waters    (Irish  Melody) 

66  Lo,  Here  the  Gentle  Lark 

07  Beethoven's  Waltze*     (Second  Serie*) 

C8  Child  of  Earth  with  tha  Golden  Hair  (Son^) 

6i>  Should  he  Upbraid  (Song) 


London:  JOHN  DICKS,  313,  Strand;  and  all  Bookseller?. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THE  CHEAPEST   NEWSPAPER    IN    THE  WORLD. 


EIGHT    PAGES.-FORTY-EIGHT    COLUMNS. 

KEYIOLDS'S  lEWSPAl'EE, 

PRICE    ONE    PENNY. 

THIS  IS  THE 

CHEAPEST  AND  LARGEST  WEEKLY  NEWSPAPER 

ISSUED  FEOM  THE  PEE3S. 
It  CONTAINS  EIGHT  PAGES,  or  FORTY-EIGHT  COLUMNS. 


AS  A  FAMILY  NEWSPAPEE,  AND  AN  OEGAN  OF  GENEEAL  INTEL- 

LIGENCE,  IT  STANDS  UNEIVALLED  ;  WHILE  ITS  ENOEMOUS  CIE- 

CULATION  DENOTES  IT  AS  AN  EXCELLENT  MEDIUM  FOE 


Persons  intending  to  Emigrate  should  read  the  Emigration  and  Colonial  Intelli- 
gence in  EETNOLDS'S  NEWSPAPER. 

^  For  Intelligence  connected  with  the  Drama,  Markets,  Sporting,  Police,  Con- 
tinental and  Colonial  Matters,  and  the  Current  Literature  of  the  Day,  Accidents, 
Inquests,  &c.,  this  Newspaper  is  unrivalled. 

THEEE  AEE  FOUE  EDITIONS  ISSUED  WEEKLY  : 

The  FIEST  in  time  for  Thursday  Evening's  Mail,  for  Abroad. 
The  SECOND  at  Four  o'clock  on  Friday  Morning,  for  Scotland  and  Ireland. 
The  THIED  at  Four  o'clock  on  Saturday  Morning,  for  the  Country. 
And  the  FOUETH  at  Four  o'clock  on  Sunday  Morning,  for  London. 

EACH  EDITION  CONTAINS  THE  LATEST  INTELLIGENCE  UP  TO 
THE  HOUE  OF  GOING  TO  PKESS. 

QUAETEKLY  SUBSCEIPTIONS,  Is.  8d.,  post-free,  can  be  forwarded  either  by 
Post-Office  Order  (payable  at  the  Strand  Office)  or  in  Postage  Stamps. 

London  :  313,  Strand. 


Crown  8vo,  Cloth,  Gilt.    Price  2s.  ffd., 

THE 

TRUE  STORY  OF  LOUIS  NAPOLEON'S  LIFE. 

BY  SAMUEL  PHILLIPS  DAY. 

This  is  an  issue  of  the  several  papers  which  appeared  in  Reynolds'  s  Newspaper, 
on  the  life  of  the  ex-Emperor,  depicting  his  career  from  hia  birth  to  his  death. 
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36  When  the  Swallows  Homeward  Fly    (Song  ? 

37  Rock'd  in  the  Cradle  of  the  Deep    (Song) 

38  Beethoven's  Waltzes    First  Series 


My  Normandy    (Ballad) 

Auld  Robin  Gray    (Scotch  Ballad) 

La  Sytupathle  Valse 

The  Pilgrim  of  Love    (Romance) 

Di  Pescatore    (Song) 

To  Far-off  Mountain    (Duet) 

The  Anchor's  Weigh'd    (Ballad) 

A  Woman's  Heart    (Ballad) 

Oh,  Mountain  Home!    (Duet) 

Above,  how  Brightly  Beams  the  Morning 

The  Marriage  of  the  Roses    (Valse) 

Norma    (Duet) 

Lo!  Heavenly  Beauty    (Cavatina) 

In  Childhood  my  Toys    (Song) 

While  Beauty  Clothes  the  Fertile  Vale 

The  Harp  that  once  through  Tara's  Halls 

The  Manly  Heart    (Duet) 

Beethoven's  "  Andante  and  Variations  " 

In  that  Long-lost  Home  we  Love    (Song) 

Where  the  Bee  bucks    (Song) 

Ah,  Fair  Dream    ("  Marta  ") 

La  Petit  Flenr 

Angels  ever  Bright  and  Fair 

Nanght  e'er  should  Sever    (Duet) 

'Tis  but  a  little  Faded  Flow'r    (Ballad) 

My  Mother  bids  me  Bind  my  Hair  (Canzonet) 

Coining  thro'  the  Rye    (Song) 

Beautiful  Isle  of  the  Sea    (Ballad) 

Tell  me,  my  Heart    (Song) 

I  know  a  Bank    (Dnet) 

The  Minstrel  Boy    (Irish  Melody) 

Hommage  au  Genie 

See  what  Pretty  Brooms  I've  Bought 

Tom  Bowling    (Song) 

Tell  me,  Mary,  how  to  Woo  Thee    (Ballad) 


39  As  it  Fell  upon  a  Day    (Duet) 

40  A  Life  on  the  Ocean  Wave    (Song) 

41  Why  are   you  Wandering    here    I   pray : 

(Ballad) 

42  A  Maiden's  Prayer. 

43  Valse  Brillante 

44  Home,  Sweet  Home!    (Song) 

45  Oft  in  the  Stilly  Night    (Song) 

46  All's  Well    (Duet) 

47  The  "Crown  Diamonds "  Fantasia 

48  Hear  me,  dear  One    (Serenade) 

49  Youth  and  Love  at  the  Helm   (Barcarolle) 

50  Adelaide    Beethoven    (song) 

51  The  Death  of  Nelson    (Song) 
62  Hark,  hark,  the  Lark 

53  The  Last  Rose  of  Summer    (Irish  Melodyi 

54  Tlie  Thorn   (Song) 

55  The  Lads  of  the  Village    (Song) 

56  There  be  none  ot  Beauty's  Daughters  (Sorjf 

57  The  Wanderer  (Song) 

58  I  have  Plucked  the  Fairest  Flower 
69  Bid  Me  Discourse    (Song) 

60  Fisher  Maiden    (Song) 

61  Fair  Agnes    (Barcarolle) 

62  How  Calm  and  Bright    (Song) 

63  Woman's  Inconstancy    (Song) 

64  Echo  Duet 

65  The  Meeting  of  the  Waters    (Irish  Meiody) 

66  Lo,  Here  the  Gentle  Lark 

67  Beethoven's  Waltzes     (Second  Series) 

68  Child  of  Earth  with  the  Golden  Hair  (Song; 

69  Should  he  Upbraid  (Song) 
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of  upwards  of  three  hundred. 

London  :  JOHN  DICKS,  313,  Strand.     All  Newsagents. 


PR 


K5W6 
1879 


Knowles,  James  Sheridan 

Woman's  wit   Original 
complete  ed. 


PLEASE  DO  NOT  REMOVE 
CARDS  OR  SLIPS  FROM  THIS  POCKET 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  LIBRARY 


